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FIRST DAY. 



'i.^ 



Bepresentative Hall, Lansing, ) 
December 11, 1888. j 



The sixteenth annual session of the Michigan State 
Grange opened in form at 10 o'clock a. m., with the Worthy 
Master, Thomas Mars, in the chair. 

On roll call the following were found present : 

Master, Thomas Mars ; Lecturer, Jason Woodman ; 
Steward, William Fhaffer; Assistant Steward, A. E. Green; 
Secretary, J. T. Cobb ; Gate Keeper, J. C. Gould ; Pomona, 
Mrs. Perry Mayo ; Flora, Mrs. J. C. Gould ; Lady Assist- 
ant Steward, Mrs. A. E. Green. 

The Worthy Master filled the vacant chairs by appoint- 
ment as follows: Brother Perry Mayo, Overseer; Sister 
O. M. Sykes, Chaplain, and Sister W. F. Adams, Ceres. 

The following Committee on Credentials was appointed 
by the Worthy Master: Brothers Jason Woodman, O. M. 
Sykes, Wm. Burrus, and Sisters Martin C. Brest and Walter 
C. Timms. 

On motion of Brother Piatt the order of business of the 
last session was adopted as follows : 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1. Opening Grange in form. 

2. Beading journal of previous day's session. 

3. Presentation of petitions and memorials. 

4. Keports of oflScers of the State Grange. 

5. Eeport of the Executive Committee. 

6. Reports of standing committees. 

7. Reports of special committees. 
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8. Motions and resolutions. 

9. Special order of the day. 

10. Unfinished business. 

11. Closing in form. 

The Committee on Credentials made the following re- 
port: 

Worthy Master. 

Your Committee on Credentials respectfully submit the 
following report : 

Allegan— Jos. H. Dunwell and wife, Martin C. Brest and 
wife, J. L. Austin and wife. 

Antrim— Jos. G. Authorson and wife. 

Barry— Gilbert Walker and wife, C. W. Taylor and wife. 

Berrien— Asa Sherwood and wife, Wm. Burrus and wife. 

Branch— William Lott and wife. 

Calhoun— Homer Case and wife. 

Cass— B. J. Wiley and wife. 

Clinton — J. W. Ennest and wife, L. L. Plowman and wife. 

Eaton — Jos. Shaw and wife, Louis Lemmon and wife. 

Genesee— John Passmore and wife. 

Grand Traverse— A. P. Gray and wife. 

Gratiot— B. D. Ackmoody and wife. 

Hillsdale— J as. Cousins and wife, Thos. E. Cooney and 
wife, Earl H. Dresser and wife. 

Huron— Jos. Donaldson, J as. Haley. 

Ingham— Jas. Webb and wife, Elliott H. Angell and wife. 

Ionia— Dr. and Mrs. Willey, D. H. English and wife. 

Jackson— Abel N. Howe. 

Kalkaska— Thos. Lancaster and wife. 

Kalamazoo— Malachi Cox and wife. 

Kent— Melvin Willetts and wiff, Lewis H. Wilmarth and 
wife. E. V. E. Pratt and wife, Loren Day and wife. 

Lapeer — Nathan Stover and wife. 

Lenawee— \V. W. Foster and wife, E. A. Taylor and wife. 

Livingston— Gilbert Bradley and wife. 

Macomb— Thos. Brabb and wife. 

Manistee— John F. Lyke and wife. 

Mecosta— Jos. Smith and wife. 

Motncalm— Geo. Douglass and wife. 

Muskegon— J. S. Burton and wife. 

Newaygo — Jas. Robertson and wife. 

Oceana — Truman Jacobs and wife. 

Oakland— O. L. Murray and wife, H. Andrews and wife, L. 
C. Haines and wife. 

Ottawa— Edwin Fellows and wife. 

Otsego — N. L. Parmeter and wife. 

St. Clair— Peter Holly. 

St. Joseph— J. C. Dougherty and wife, J. J. Bennett and wife. 

Saginaw— Fred'ck G. Totten and wife. 

Sanilac— Ellas StoufPer and wife. 

Shiawassee— N. K. Potter and wife. 

Tuscola- W. J. Campbell and wife. 
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Van Buren— W. K. Sirrine and wife,0. M. Sykes and wife. 
Washtenaw— D. D. Cook and wife. 
Wayne— S. A. Cady and wife. 
Wexford— John L. Snethen and wife. 



Pomona Granges. 



Berrien, No. 1 — J. J. Murphy and wife. 
Oakland, No. 5.— Lorin L. Richmond and wife. 
Washtenaw, No. 7— J. G. Rook and wife. 
Wayne, No. 8.— John McPherson and wife. 
Hillsdale, Ko. 10— Walter J. Tiinmes and wife. 
Yan Buren, No. 13— E. L. Warner and wife. 
Ingham, No. 14— Robert L. Hewitt. 
Lenawee, No. 15— P. H. Dowling and wife. 
Ionia, No. 16— Henry J. Hall and wife. 
Traverse, No. 17— E. O. Ladd and wife. . 
Kent, No. 18.— Wm. T. Adams and wife. 
Western, No. 19— Melvin S. iSmith and wife. 
Branch, No. 22— J. D. W. Fisk and wife. 
Montcalm, No. 24— B. B. Crawford and wife. 
Clinton, No. 25— Alfred Gunnison and wife. 
Barry, No. 26—0. Barrett and wife. 
Kalamazoo, No. 27— Hosea Cox. 
Eaton, No. 2a-D. W. Reed and wife. 
Lapeer, No. 29— Emery E. Owen and wife. 
Tuscola, No. 30— Wm. D. Babcock and wife. 
Allegan, No. 33— A. T. 8tark and wife. 
Livingston, No. 34— A. M. Weils and wife. 
Huron, No. 35— Richard Nugent, Jr., and wife. 
Gratiot, No. 36— Elbridge Franklin and wife. 

Jason Woodman, 

O. M. Sykes, 

Wm. Burrus, 

Sister Martin C. Brest. 

Sister Walter C. Timms. 

Committee, 

Report received, adopted and committee continued. 

The Worthy Master presented the following invitation 
from Capital Grange : 

North Lansing, December 11, 1888. 

To the Offlners and Members of the Michigan State Grange^ Visit 

ing Brothers and Sisters, Greeting : 

The members of Capitol Grange No. 540, P. of H., extend to 
you all a cordial invitation to meet with them on Wednesday even- 
ing, Dec. 12th, at 7:30 o'clock p. m., at their hall in North Lansiug. 

Yours fraternally, 
Wm. SHAFFER, Secretary, 

A motion of Bro. Hewitt to accept unanimously pre- 
vailed. 

Bro. Burrington moved the Supermtendent of Public 
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Inatruetion, Prof. Estabrook, be invited to address this body 
to morrow at two o'clock. • • 

Motion prevailed. 

Eegular order of business taken up. 

PRKSENTATION OF PETITIONS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Bro. Warner from the Van Buren Countv Pomona 
Grange, presented a petition relating to limiting the length 
of the session of the Legislature. 

Received and referred to the Committee on . Resolutions. 

By the same, a resolution relating to incorporating cities 
and villages ; also a resolution in relation to the pay of 
legislators during iheir absence on individual business. 

Received and referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Bro. Murphy, from Berrien Center Grange, presented 
a resolution asking for the appointment of a committee that 
shall give personal attention to securing legislative action 
on any and all measures that may be adopted by this State 
Grange at this sespion, requiring State or National legisla- 
tion. 

Received and referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Bro. Ack moody presented a resolution relating to the 
exactions of millers. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

By the same, a petition relating to attending caucuses 
and looking after the farmers' interests. 

Received and ret erred to the Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

Bro. Burten presented a petition relating to consolidat- 
ing the three degrees into one. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

A Brother from Newago County Grange, presented a 
resolution relating to trusts. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

Bro. Dougherty from Riverside Grange, presented a 
resolution relating to monopolies. 
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Received and referred to the Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

By the same, a resolution relating to taxation. 

Received and referred to the same committee. 

By the same, a resolution relating to postal banks. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Legislative. 
Action. 

Bro. Shepherdson from Corey Grange, a resolution rela- 
tive to our School Laws. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

Bro. J. E. Webb presented a resolution from Granges 
Nos. 115 and 289, relating to changing the Ritual. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Bro. Dougherty a resolution relating to the rights of the 
agriculturists. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

A Brother from Grove Grange, No. 528, a resolution 
relating to text-books in our schools. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Education. 

Bro. Fisk from Branch County Pomona Grange, a resolu- 
tion relating to Farmer's Institutes. , . 

Received and referred to the Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

REPORTS OP OFFICERS OP THE STATE GRANGE. 

The Worthy Master read his annual address, which, on 
motion, was referred to the Committee on Division of Labor. 
Officers^ Members and Patrons of Michigan : 

To-day we are convened in the 16th annual session of the 
Michigan State Grange, upon fifteen of which I have been in at- 
tendance. I have watched with pleasure and profit the receding 
years, and to-day I am more than ever convinced that this Order 
is the medium of the greatest good to the greatest number, of any 
known organization of farmers. I have seen the farmers and 
farmers' wives taken from their rural homes to the Grange hall and 
transformed from silent spectators to able writers and debaters, 
ready to defend with marked ability, the great interest in which 
we are engaged. 

All over this beautiful State we see a visible improvement in ' 
their homes and surroundings. The farms show a better state of 
cultivation, the stock upon the farms is materially improved, and 
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in every way the farmer is better educated— broader-minded and 
fast becoming as nature designed, the honored of the land. 

One year ago, the helm of the State Grange organization was 
placed in untried hands, handed down by an able, experienced 
pilot who had steered the ship through many rough and boisterous 
seas, always in port on time. No one member felt the change 
more keenly than myself and you all know that the chances were 
equal, that the good ship was liable to drift into shoal water, but 
with the knowledge of tne danger, the Order in the State did the 
wise thing of recommending able deputies to assist and with their 
kind co-operation, and by the aid of the very able lecturer of the 
State Grange, we have the pleasure of returning to your hands, 
the authority with which 1 was invested, without the loss of a single 
organization, with seven new and four Granges reinstated. Tne 
many kind greetings of members in the various localities where it 
has been my pleasure to visit, will ever be bright spots in my 
memory. I cannot feel that my efforts have been crowned, with 
success, but hope that none feel that my efforts were actuated by 
any other than pure motives for good. 

We meet under more favorable auspices than one year ago. 
Then we felt a depression from drouth all over the state, and a 
decline in price below the cost of production ; to-day we are enjoy- 
ing the blessings of a fair crop and prices commensurate. We do 
not feel the necessity of so closely counting the cost of spending a 
few moments in visiting places of pleasure and profit, and can 
have a few more dimes to improve our homes and!^ surroundings. 
Let us be on the ialert, seek every possible avenue to better our 
condition ; let us not think that we are the most down-trodden 

Seople on the earth, and that every other calling is seeking our 
estruction. We must educate ourselves in the broadest sense, 
remembering that no calling in this broad land is equal to ours, 
and while we seek to better our condition we must not forget the 
toiling millions in other avenues of life ; we own the foundation 
and control the superstructure if we will. 

The Order in our State is in a flourishing condition. Much 
has been done to extend its interest in every locality where 
demands were made, but much more might have oeen done if time 
and means had been at our disposal. It seems to me that a more 
systematic lecture system might be devised, and a larger number 
of the farmers might be reached at a less cost of time and money. 
The lecture field has been worked the past year principally by tlie 
State Lecturer and your Master. Our former able lecturers who 
stirred the minds of the people with their eloquence and devoted 
sincerity have retired during the past year to higher stations or 
home duties, or to watch the sick bed of those near and dear to 
them. 1 must say right here that many urgent calls have been 
made upon me for Sister Mayo, but I was early informed that she 
was confined to the sick bed of a dear daughter, and while we 
seriously missed her noble work in the field we knew her kindest 
wishes were with us and in turn we extend to her and her family 
our sincerest sympathy. 

I trust it will oe part of the work of this meeting to devise 
ways and means to thoroughly work every available field in this 
State, and when another year is past, every farmer and farmer's 
wife of good moral character will nave united with our Order. It 
is needless for me to say that the necessity for united effort at this 
time is greater than ever, for all must be convinced that at no period 
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in the history of this nation has there existed a time when 
thorough organization was so important to the welfare of pro- 
ducer and consumer. The Grange, to my mind, is the best and 
surest medium, and while we have stood the test for twenty-two 
years no minor organizaticms can expect to nchieve greater results 
than have the Patrons of Husbandry. We are confronted on 
every hand by combines and trusts organized for greater 

grofits in business. For instance, the coal barons of the east com- 
ine and put up prices and say to the consumers, " You- must pay 
our prices or freeze." This is only one of the many which are com- 
bining to thwart the great law of supply and demand. It is 
another name for robbery, and our law-making power should enact 
a law that would put them in the same catagory with masked high- 
waymen, or be held responsible to the people. Believing, as we 
do, that the Order of Patrons of Husbandry is seeking the greatest 
good for the greatest number, and as we represent an interest 
more potent for good than all others combined, it is proper and 
right that we should thoroughly organize and demand of the law- 
making power of this country, fair and equitable protection for 
the masses. Much has been done in this direction but more 
remains to be accomplished. 

Patrons, in deliberatin£[ upon questions to. be presented for 
State and National legislation, select those requiring immediate 
attention and do not demand consideration of any wild undigested 
theories. Better concentrate on one well defined purpose and follow 
it to its final consummation, than demand too much and lose all. 

The National Grange closed its twenty-second annual session 
at Topeka, Kansas, November 22. It was a most harmonious and 
instructive meeting. All the States were represented except 
Florida, Lousiana and Arkansas. The reports represented an in- 
crease in all the States and in some larger additions than for many 
years. It is not necessary that I should take your time in reciting 
the many valuable and important questions there acted upon, all 
of which will be laid before you soon. There were four amend- 
ments to the constitution adopted by the National Grange for 
ratification or rejection, as follows: 

AMENDMENTS. 

Amend Article 7 by adding thereto the following: " Provided, 
That State Granges shall have the power to reduce the fee within 
their respective jurisdictions to any sum not less than one dollar. 

2. Amend Article 1, under the head of District and County 
Granges, by striking out the words, " not to exceed one in each 
county," where they occur in the second line of said article. 

3. Amend Article 14 by striking out the words, "three- 
fourths," where they occur in the third line of said article, and 
insert in lieu thereof the words, " two-thirds." 

4. Amend Article 7 by adding thereto the following: "Pro- 
vided, That the membership fee for the children of the members 
of the Order, under twenty-one (21) yearg of age shall be one dollar 

The above amendments should be referred to the proper com- 
mittees, and by them thoroughly considered. There were many 
good arguments presented in favor of the amendments. 

The National Grange was well received by the people of 
Topeka and the Patrons of Kansas. The capitol building in an 
unfinished condition was thrown open for our use, and no pains 
spared for our comfort. The city of Topeka is a thing of beauty— 
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the streets are broad and beautiful and lighted by electricity, and 
street railways traverse the city in every dsrection. The people 
are enterprising and intellectual in a marked degree. The popula- 
tion of the citj is 30,000, and to my astonishment and admiration, 
not an open saloon in the city; and further, all the attorneys are in 
the real estate business, and the judges retired to private life. They 
are a happy and prosperous people. 

Brothers and Sisters, it is not my intention in this communica- 
tion to weary your patience, nor do I wish to assume a dictatorial 
attitude ; but I hope you will bear with me while I present a few 
more thoughts on questions that seem to me to require your atten- 
tion at this meeting. The Visitor is our organ, and a medium 
which we can ill afford to lo e. It is true the State Grange can 
maintain it a few years longer ; but it should be a source of 
revenue to the State Grange and not a drain upon its treasury. 
The Visitor ought to have a circulation of at least 25,000, and 
issued weekly ; every family of the Grange ought to take a copy. 
I am satisfied there is wisdom and enterprise enough in the Oraer 
to boom the paper and make it second to none in the State. I trust 
you will>give this matter your serious consideration. 

My attention has been called to the necessity of creating a 
business arm of the Order in Detroit, for the protection or better- 
ing the markets for the products of northeastern Michigan. This 
matter was referred to a special committee, from whom we expect 
a report at this meeting. The plaster question has also been re- 
ferred to the Executive Committee, without satisfactory results. 

The Pomona Granges of our State are the mediums of much 
good, concentrating the wisdom, the talent and social qualities of 
the Subordinate organizations of the counties, and my observation 
bears me out in saying, that when well managed no dormancy can 
exist in their jurisdiction. The contest system has done very much 
to create renewed energy, and increase the membership of the 
Order. I recommend its continuance. I trust all these matters 
will receive careful consideration. I have but few suggestions in 
relation to our patent laws and their abuses. The question of 
their amendment has been before us for years, and we have done 
our whole duty thus far. But our time is not out ; we must be 
vigilant and ready to embrace the first opportunity to defend the 
people's rights. 

We have money in the treasury at our command, and hosts of 
willing souls at our backs with " millions for defence," but not one 
cent for tribute. 

At the close of the last session of this Grange, there was a 
special committee appointed to arrange a reading circle, that will 
report to you its work, and I hope this enterprise will receive your 
hearty co-operation. 1 desire to call your attention to the import- 
ance of special correspondents in each Subordinate Grange, wnose 
duty it shall be to report to the Master the condition of their re- 
spective Granges ; also to write short articles for publication in 
the local papers and The Visitor, I find in travelinff over the State 
localities that seem to think the Grange has ceased to exist. We 
must let the world know that we live, and have a being. 

Patrons, in conclusion my observation bears me out in saying 
that the future of the Order is bright, prejudice is giving away to . 
charity, general education is the prevailing idea of our people 
The farmers have finally concluded tnat if they keep pace with other 
^.lasses they must be educated, and the Grange is doing a great 
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work in this direction. Members, you have much to do at this 
meeting, and but four short days to accomplish the task. Let 
your work be well done, and your labors will be blessed with a 
liberal harvest. 

THOS. MARS. 

On motion, the Grange took a recess until half past one. 

Afternoon Session. 

Grange called to order by the Worthy Master. 

After a song by the choir, Bro. Mayo was called to the 
chair while the Worthy Master retired to make out a list of 
standing committees. 

During his absence the time was profitably spent in 
listening to short speeches for the Good of the Order from 
Brothers and Sisters present. 

The Worthy Master resuming the chair, announced the 
following standing committees : 

Credentials— Jason Woodman, Wm. Burrus, O. M. Sykes, 
Mrs. W. J. Timms, Mrs. M. C. Brest. 

Division of Labor— A. T. Stark, Lewis Wilmarth, Mrs. 
James Cousins, Mrs. M. Cox, Mrs. J. J. Bennett, Mrs. Nathan 
Stover. 

Finance— E. O. Ladd, W. W. Foster, Thos. Brabb, Mrs. W. W. 
Foster, J. S. Burton, Mrs. T. Jacobs, Mrs. Thos. Lancaster, Mrs. 
Underhill, Mrs. J. J. Murphy. 

Good of the Order— Mrs. Elam Warner, J. J. Bennett, Mrs. 
L. Lemon, Mrs. N. T. Potter, Mrs. B. V. E. Pratt, Bro. Calvert, 
Mrs. W. R. Sirrine. 

Resolutions— E. L. Warner, John T. Lyke, Mrs. Elias Stauf - 
fer, Mrs. J. S. Burton, Mrs. Calvert, L. L. Keeney and wife. 

Co-OPERATiON— A. P. Gray, Joseph Smith, Mrs. S. A. Cady, 
Mrs. F. G. Totten, Peter HoUey, Dr. Willey, Mrs. Loren Day. 

Trasportation— J. D. W. Fisk, Edwin Fellows, O. L. Mur- 
ray, Truman Jacobs, Joseph Glasson. 

By-Laws State Grange— W. R. Sirrine, James Webb, Mrs. 
O. L. Holton, Mrs. W. D. Babcock, Martin C. Brest, Mrs. Asa Sher- 
wood, Mrs. J. J. Murphy. 

Instructions to Delegates National Grange— D. D. 
Cook, W. J. Campbell, Mrs. C. W. Taylor, Mrs. E. A. Taylor, Gil- 
bert Bradley, Mr. J. Dunwell, O. Barrett. 

Publication— Earl H. Dresser, Thos. Lancaster, O. L. Holton, 
Mrs. Robert Wiley, Mrs. J. G. Rooke, C. A. Underhill. 

Pomona Granges— Mrs. W. T. Adams, Mrs. Homer Case, J. 
W. Ennest, J. J. Murphy, E. V. E. Pratt, Mrs. Wm. Burrus, Mrs. J. 
>Smith, Mrs. A. T. Stark, S. E. Lee. 

Claims and Grievances— Alfred Gunnison, Mrs. J. W. 
Ennest, Mrs. W. J. Campbell, Asa Sherwood, C. W. Taylor, Mrs. 
Jas. Dunwell. 
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Education— Robert L. Hewitt, Mrs. O. M. Sykes, W. D. Bab- 
cock, Mrs. John Passmore, Mrs. A. P. Gray, Loren Day, E. O. Ladd, 
\y, A. Lott. 

Mileage and Per Diem— Abel N. Howe, Jolin Passmore, B. 
B. Crawford, J. C. Dougherty, F. G. Totten, E. A. Taylor, Mrs. J. 
T. Lyke, Mrs. Geo. Douglass, Mrs. P. H. Dowling. 

By-Laws of Subordinate Granges— M. Cox, Homer Case, 
Gilbert Walker, J. G. Authorson, Mrs. Joseph Shaw, Mrs. L. L. 
Plowman, Mrs. O. L. Murray. 

Constitutional Amendments— S. A. Cady, L. L. Plowman, 
Joseph Shaw, Joseph Donaldson, Mrs E. H. Dresser, Mrs. T. E. 
Cooney, Mrs. L. C. Haines, John McPherson, Delos W. Reed. 

Dormant Granges— Amanda Gunnison, Louis Lemon, 
James Cousins, B. D. Ackmoody, Mrs. D. D. Cook^ Mrs. D. H. 
English, Mrs. J. D. W. Fisk. 

Patent Rights— Hiram Andrews, J. G. Rooke, J. L. Snethen, 
W. J. Timms, Loren L. Richmond, L. C. Haines, Bro. Gibbs. 
wife. 

Agriculture— P. H. Dowling, Hosea Cox, Nathan Stover, 
Elliot H. Angell, James Haly, Bro. Jos. Glasson, Mrs. H. Andrews, 
Mrs. E. Fellows, Mrs." N. L.Parmeter. 

Legislative Action— W. T. Adams, D. H. English, N. K. 
Potter, Elias Stouffer, Thos. Cooney, Bro. A. M. Wells, Bro. J. W. 
Hall, Elbridge Franklin, Bro. R. Nugent, Mrs. A. M. Wells, Mrs. 
R. Nugent. 

presentation .op petitions, memorials and resolutions. 

Bro. Redfern presented a resolution relating to Telegraph 
and Telephone Companies. 

Received and referred to the Committee oh Legislative 
Action. 

A Brother from Corey Grange, No. 291, presented a reso- 
lution relating to our school laws and the election of secretary 
of the board. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Bro. Pratt a resolution relating to changing from the 
school district to the township or unit system. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Education. 

Bro. Dou;:herty from Centerville Grange, a resolution 
relative to the manner of electing president and vice-president 
of the United States. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

Bro. Stouffer from Fremont County Grange, present<5d a 
petition in relation to text-books in our common schools. 
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Keceived and referred to Committee on Education. 

Bro. Smith a resolution relating to Road Warrants. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Sister Mayo a resolution realting to County School Ex- 
aminers.. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Education. 

Bro. Bates from Moline Grange, a resolution in relation 
to railroad tickets. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

Bro. Jot?. Smith a resolution relating to the game laws. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

Bro. Partridge a petition relative to fc'cs to State and 
National Granges. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Instructions 
to Representatives to National Grange. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS OF THE STATE GRANGE. 

Bro. Shaffer, Steward, made his annual report, as follows : 
Worthy Master, Brothers and Sisters : 

In compliance with the custom of this body, I submit a brief 
report of the condition of the Grange so far as my observation en- 
ables me to do so. My observation is contined chiefly to conversa- 
tion and consultation with members of the Order of my own and 
neighboring Granges, and while I cannot report the Grange as 
booming, yet the order is in a healthy and growing condition. All 
seem to realize that the Grange is a necessity to the farmers and 
their families. We feel extremely gratified to report that the 
younger members are taking an active part in building up and 
perpetuating our organization. There appears to be a growing in- 
terest in Grange work by all. 

The education and development .of brain power, by farmers 
and their families, in the discussion of questions which interest 
them, comparing views, having social and literary exercises, all 
tend to mutual improvement. It should be our endeavor to plan 
and assign work to all, wisely and judiciously, and the result will 
surely be satisfactory. My observation and experience has been, 
that wherever a close adherence to the ceremonial and parliamen- 
tary rules of the order have been followed, there we find a pros 
perous and lively Grange. 

I now wish to call the attention of this body to suggestions 
which have been made to me by Patrons, in regard to the making 
and sending out of annual, instead of quarterly reports by secre- 
taries of Subordinate Granges to the secretary of the State (t range. 
Not a few secretaries seem to think the present system entails too 
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much labor upon them, and without any recommendation I present 
this suggestion to this Dody for their consideration. 

In conclusion I would say, that I entertain a strong conviction, 
if we but do our duty, we shall go onward and ever onward in the 
good work so well begun. 

WM. 8HAFFER Steward. 

Report received and on motion referred to Committee on 
Division of Labor. 

Bro. Green, Assistant Steward, made report, which on 
motion was referred to Committee on Division of Labor. 

Worthy Master and Members of the Michigan State "Grange : 

Another year has passed in the work of our Order since we 
last convened in this hall — a year full of changes, many of them 
pleasant and full of good fruits to the Order and to the members 
thereof, others very sad and discouraging. Many of our sisters 
and brothers have closed their labors nere and passed on to the 
great Grange above. Very few, perhaps none of us thought, one 
year ago, that we should receive tne news of the death of him who 
presided over the meeting of the National Grange here in this 
hall; he who, being a Democrat, had a heart so larse and kind 
that he could look away north and rejoice in the election of a 
farmer governor, although that farmer was a Republican, Then 
again, from our Grange Visitor we are constantly receiving the 
news of the death of some sister or brother whom we have met in 
our sessions here in this hall in years past. How sad the thought 
that we shall never meet them again in our Grange work! This 
would be more sad were it not for the fact that others of a younger 
class are being admitted to the Order and taking the place of 
those who have passed on. 

in regard to the condition of the Order in the east part of the 
state (with perhaps an exception or two) I can say that the pros- 
pects during the past year have been very encouraging to the old 
members of the Order. In every Grange that I have heard from, 
which has adopted the contest plan, there has been a large increase 
in membership by the re-instatmg of old members and the admis- 
sion of new ones, and a general reviving of interest in Grange 
work and especiaUy in the work of education. My home Grange, 
No. 267, has indulged in four contests, and the interest manifested 
in all of them was very great and has resulted in doubling our 
membership. 

Our regular meetings occur on the first and third Saturdays 
after the full moon, and we have not missed a meeting during the 
year, having had twenty-four meetings. We have also had one 
lecture (on the 18th of February) from the Worthy J^ecturer of 
the State Grange, Bro. Jason Woodman, which all enjoyed very 
much. We celebrated Children's Day, Saturday, June 9th, so that 
it would not interfere with our school and both teachers and 
scholars could attend. 

Of County Grange meetings I have attended six, three in 
our own county (Oakland, No. 5), two in Washtenaw, and one in 
Wayne^ at all of which great interest was manifested, and the 
discussions following were very interesting and instructive. 
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In attempting to write a report to this State Grange it seems 
as though everything had heen said that could be, and that a 
report was only the reiteration of some things already said by 
others, only in a little different form. There is one subject, how- 
ever, that 1 have thought proper to touch upon, and that is 
the Farmers' Institutes held in different parts of the state by the 
State Board of Agriculture. In every place where one has been 
held, they are spoken of with pi^aise, ana I would suggest that the 
Committee on Agriculture ask the legislature, at its next session, 
to appropriate a sufficient sum to enable the Board to hold many 
more of these meetings, so that more localities may enjoy their 
benefits. 

All pf which is submitted. 

A. E. GREEN, Assistant, steward, 

m 

Worthy Assistant Steward, Sister Green, made report as 
follows, which on motion was received and referred to Com- 
mittee on Division of Labor. 

Worthy Master and Members of Michigan State Grange : 

In compliance with the usages of the State Grange, I have the 
honor of su omitting the report of Lady Assistant Steward. But 
after listening to the able reports read before me, perhaps you will 
think the one I am about to present, a mere bundle of common- 
places. As I represent the lady assistant of the State Grange, 1 
have to speak of women, since men are not eligible to this office. 

I represent a class of women hitherto looked Upon as the most 
obscure ; for if I speak of women in the Grange, I refer to women 
of the farms. In this report I cannot give you a history of women 
in the Grange, nor is it needful, for it is well known to you all that 
the Grange is the farmer's secret order, organized for the purpose 
of mutual defense, protection and improvement. 

It has been styled the farmers' war on monopolies, but I claim 
it is more than that. It is the farmers longing after a higher life, 
the longing after the refinements and opportunities that invariably 
follow compensated labor. More than this, agriculture is the life 
of the world ; it produces the food ; destroy it and all other in- 
dustries languish, commerce, manufactures, art, science, and even 
religion dies. The farmers life is a life of toil, but through it 
comes the bread by which our nation is fed. The farmer puts the 
higher law of morals and intellectual progress in advance. 

In our declaration of purposes, the first proposition is; "united 
by the strong and faithful tie of agriculture, we mutually resolve 
to labor for the good of our Order, our country and mankind." In 
former years the women of the farms were hungering for society, 
and thirsting for intellectual culture and mental stimulus. 

The Grange appeared bearing hope and healing. It lifted the 
burdens of life and offered to their acceptance, activities that are 
not all toil, nor all duty. The proclamation that the Grange ad- 
mits women to membership in the Order was a godsend to the 
women of the farms. The numberless opportunities the Grange 
presents to women, if seized upon, may convert by social contact 
the isolated farm house into a resting place where youth and age 
may find pleasure and more satisfying enjoyment than the busy 
centers or life afford. One prominent educator in the Grange is 
debate, and women engage in the contests with zeal. As we 
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are not limited in discussions, except we are denied partisan politics 
and religious sectarianism, all the great questions of the day en- 
gage our attention. 

We are beginning to like political economy, and by the time 
suffrage is offered us, the farmers wives and daughters will use 
it judiciously. 

Another great educator for women was the Patrons' National 
Reading Circle. I see by an item in the lecturer's report that New 
England alone has 750 reading circles, perhaps these are indepen- 
dent of the national scheme. 

I would, therefore, recommend that the Granges of Michigan 
do more work in the line of organizing reading circles. 

We have a quantity of good reading matter, such as slips, 
sheets, tracts, etc., issued by the National Grange, but this is not 
sufficient, the slumbering genius of thousands of women has been 
awakened, and we receive intelligence that from one end of our 
grand republic to the other the pen of the farmers wives and 
daughters is busy. They advocate those principles that made our 
noble order a necessity ; their influence is felt in all the great re-' 
forms of to-day. We hear her in Pomona with words of wisdom, 
in anniversaries with addresses and poems, instilhng new life into 
the Order, and embellishing the practical routine of home duties. 

We can maintain our life and usefulness only through activity, 
we cannot live in the past, neither can we remain stationary. Then 
onward let the Grange move, all honor to its founders. "They 
builded better than they knew," when they said to women : "Come 
upon our platforms and share our warfare and its attainments." 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Mrs. a. E. GREEN. 

The Worthy Master now called recess and Prof. Conger, 
of the Signal Service was introduced. His half hour's talk 
was listened to with interest, and for the same he was ten- 
dered a rising vote of thanks. 

After a song by the choir the Grange took recess till half 
past seven in the evening. 



Evening Session. 

On re-assembling, the regular order of business was 
resumed. 

presentation of petitions, memorials and resolutions. 

Bro. Haley, from Huron county, presented a resolution 
relating to the drain laws. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Legislative 
Action. 



Michigan State Gbange. 17 

Bro. Andrews, a resolution relating to a business agency 
in Detroit. 

Eeceived and referred to Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Bro. Donaldson, a resolution relative to usury laws. 

Eeeeived and referred to Committee on Legislative Ac- 
tion. 

Bro. J. C. Gould, a resolution relating to reduction of fees 
and dues. 

Eeeeived and referred to Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Bro. Wilmarth, a resolution relating to traction engines. 
« lleceived and referred to Committee on Legislative Ac- 
tion. 

Bro. Hall, from Ionia County Pomona Grange, a resolu- 
tion relating to conferring degrees. 

Eeeeived and referred to Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Bro. Ladd, a resolution from Traverse District Grange 
relative to the time of collecting taxes. 

Eeeeived and referred to Committee on Legislative Ac- 
tion. 

Bro. Donaldson, a petition relating to the appointing of 
a committee whose special duty it shall be to present matter 
approved by this body to the legislature, with a view to 
securing favorable legislation. 

Eeeeived and referred to Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Bro. Ladd oifered the following preamble and resolution : 

Whereas, The Secretary's office Is next in importance to the 
Master's office; therefore 

Resolved, by Traverse District Grange, No. 17, that, should 
any change be made in the ritual, we recommend that the office of 
Secretary be placed second in the list of officers. 

Eeeeived and referred to Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Bro. Gray, a resolution relating to condensing the four 
degrees into two. 

Eeeeived and referred to Committee on Good of the 
Order. 
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rep0rt8 of officers of the state grange. 

The Worthy Secretary read his annual report: 

Worthy Master and Fellow Patrons : 

Under apparently favorable conditions the representatives of 
the Order of Patrons of Husbandry in Michigan are here assembled 
as a legislative body, for the sixteenth time to learn its financial 
condition, its social and educational progress, to consider its situa- 
tion and surroundings and provide for its future welfare. Nor is 
this all— this coming together annuaUy, not only of such numbers 
of representatives, but of brothers and sisters from the ranks, culti- 
vates friendships, awakens fresh interest in the work of the Order 
and adds to the capital stock of good resolutions to work for the 
aims and objects proclaimed in that noble Declaration of Purposes 
which we point to with pride as without fault or blemish. 

With these objects and expected results in view, we turn first 
to present the financial condition of the Order at the close of the 
fiscal year 1888: 

RECEIPTS. 

Fees and dues flx>m Subordinate Oranges 93806 03 

Dues from Pomona Oranges 141 10 

Fees Arom special deputies 30 00 

S39n 13 

Subscriptions to Orange Visitor 1474 79 

Advertising collections •_«- 807 09 

Charged lecture ftmd on account of Visitor 24 00 

82305 88 

Supplies sold 761 06 

Interest collected 222 00 

Received from defense ftind 100 00 



Total Recipts $7366 07 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Expenseof session of 1887 $1229 40 

Per diem aud expenses of Executive Committee 123 26 

Printing proceedings and other matter 87 50 

Bills for supplies 630 45 

Stationery Secretary's office and offic rent 46 90 

Stationery Master's office 6 00 

Postage Secretary's office 106 68 

Salaries officers State Orange 1550 00 

Dues paid National Orange 668 60 

Orders drawn on lecture ftind 355 90 

Amount charged lecture ftmd on account Visitor 24 00 

Printing and mailing Orange Visitor 1904 58 

Postage paid on Visitor 8618 

Sundry expenses for making new head for Visitor 36 78 

Micellaneous expenses 34 61 

Leaving a balance in favor of receipts of 581 24 

$7366 07 

This showing is a sufficient answer to those who supj^ose the 
Grange in Michigan is dying out. From the $500 appropriated to 
the lecture fund there has been paid on bills approved by the 
Worthy Master, $132.34 more than was paid last year from the 
amount appropriated for that purpose, with what results the 
Master of the State Grange and the Worthy Lecturer can tell 
more definitely than I can. A presidential year is certainly not 
a favorable year for Grange growth, and yet seven new Granges 
have been organized in this State and four have been reorganized 
and are at work. 

The driven well has ceased to be a source of apprehension to 
the farmer and the unexpended portion of the Defense Fund has 
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become a source of revenue to our organization that, at a time when 
farmers of other states were paying thousands of dollars to royalty 
robbers, came to the rescue of the individual farmer, whether 
Patron or not, and assumed the responsibility of protecting all eon- 
. tributors of one doUar to the Defense Fund, the unexpended por- 
* tion of which now stands security from an attack of speculating 
vampires who under our defective patent laws are ready to prey 
upon all those who can be intimidated, with little regard to the 
validity of their claims. 

The contributors to this Fund, although notified of their right 
to claim the unexpended part of the dollar individually contributed, 
have for the most part wisely regarded the advice of the committee, 
as but a meager few have claimed the unexpended sixty cents to 
which by the terms of subscription they were severally entitled, but 
have allowed it to remain in the fund for future protection as oc- 
casion may arise. The total value of the Defense Fund as reported 
last year was then $1662.22 which, with interest collected to ITov, 
30th, $165.70, gives a total of $1827.92 from which by order of the 
iixecutive Committee, $100 was paid to the treasurer of the State 
Grange, leaving a balance on hand of $1727.92. This growing Fund 
in the hands of an organization that has proved its willingness to 
promptly resist impudent claims of royalty speculators, is a pro- 
tection to the farmers of Michigan and almost equivalent to a 
guarantee against molestation. But while we of Michigan feel 
thus secure we should not forget the patent laws of the United 
States with their objectionable features still remain in force, that 
every attempt of our representatives to procure protective amend- 
ments have so far been baffled by the influence of patent-right 
lawyers and a patent-right lobby. We should not then, while feeling 
comparatively secure ourselves, cease to exert all the influence 
we can command in our individual and organized capacity upon 
Congress by petition and by personal letters to our representatives, 
to secure such amendments to the United States patent laws as 
experience has proved necessary to sufficiently protect the users of 
patented articles. 

As editor and manager of the Grange Visitor, a statement at 
this time of its standing is due the representatives of the Order. 
While in circulation it has hardly held its own when compared 
with last year, yet the total receipts exceeded the receipts of last 
year by $33.89. T'hose who are not specially interested in this 
matter of circulation cannot fully realize the competition that has 
grown up between publishers, and the effort being made to in- 
crease the circulation of periodical literature. Prices are reduced 
and premiums offered that bring the price of many a printed sheet 
down to the cost of the white paper used in the printing. At these 
prices people are induced to subscribe and the standard answer to 
an invitation to subscribe for the Visitor is, " I am taking more 
papers now than I have time to read." To get new subscribers, or 
even renewals, requires a solicitor, and this is a work not volun- 
tarily undertaken, except by those who have an unusual amount 
of zeal for the good of the Order. With the price reduced one-half 
the work of canvassing could not be dispens^ with. The average 
farmer is given in many things to procrastination and while he 
may be willing to pay for a paper, he will seldom of his own mo- 
tion order and pay for one without an invitation from an intermedi- 
ate party. The much abused middleman must take a part, or the 
established habit of delay will prove fatal to good intentions, how 
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erer often renewed. Commendatory resolutions adopted by this 
body urging support are of little ayaiL A reduction of the price 
mifl^tbe aovisable, but to personal appeal do I look as the more 
effective method of enlarging the list of subscribers than to any 
other. Patrons are not always as mindful of their duty to them- 
selves as Patrons and to the Order that has done so much for the 
farmers of the country as might be expected. If, as I have learned, 
the National Gran|[e favored the appointment of State Inspectors 
of Granges and their work, and Michigan should adopt the recom- 
miendation, here is a chance to push this line of Grange work at a 
small cost iHth a most hopeful outlook for good results. I should 
not care to press this matter upon your attention, but for the fact 
that among those best qualified to have a sound opinion on this 
subject, there is general agreement that to maintain the Order in 
this state as a power for good, it is absolutely essential that this, or 
some other Grange paper, be sustained and read by the Patrons of 
this country who hold to a common faith and purpose as farmers. 

In view of the attention that has been given to polities by the 
good people of Michigan the past year and the absorbing interest 
evervwhere felt by all our people, it is perhaps a matter of congrat- 
ulation that our showing is as favorable as it is ; and here seems to 
me a suitable time and place to refer to the fact that of all the 
western states, Michigan Patrons have more closely adhered to the 
letter and spirit of Grange principles in their independent political 
action than those of any other, and in so doing have shown their 
appreciation of the wisdom of the founders of the Order. Nothing 
is more clearly expressed in the Declaration of Purposes than the 
inalienable right and duty of every American citizen to take a 
proper interest in the politics of his country. That the Patrons of 
Micnigan have judiciously exercised that right without going be- 
yond any restrictive law, rule or usa^e I think is accepted as true 
by every fair-minded, intelligent citizen of the State, whether 
within or outside the ^ates. 

In response to an inquiry as to the Granges of this State own- 
ing halls, o3 have made answer, and 47 of these reported their total 
value at m6,785. There are, of course, many more, but as some of 
our worthy secretaries either do not take or do not read the Visitor, 
the reports from many are still wanting. Observation hardly con- 
firms the opinion once so confidently expressed, that Granges own- 
ing ha^ were more prosperous than those that did not. Tnis leads 
to the conclusion that the real basis of success lies in a clear appre- 
ciation of the principles and grand purposes of the Order, and 
while good halls are attractive and valuable they cannot be relied 
on to maintain and perpetuate the vital principles of the Order. 
The real basis of success must be a high appreciation of the educa- 
tional and social features of the Grange, vvhere these objects are 
fuUy understood as announced in the Declaration of Pun^oses of 
the Order, and sustained by an ambition to attain the good results 
within the reach of all, then the Grange will prosper and its salu- 
tary influence will be felt in the community where it holds a place, 
as does that of any other educational organization. The contest 
scheme which was so successfully prosecuted last year in many 
Granges has borne good fruit this, and its stimulating influence has 
added to the membership of the Order. The work is essentially 
educational and made valuable by the increased interest g[iven by 
the competative spirit which it kindles. Wisely directed, it ranks 
as one of the best schemes to promote activity in Grange work 
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yet adopted bv the Order. These annual sessions cost quite a sum 
of money. That they serve to animate and strengthen the faith 
of the Patrons in attendance needs no farther proof than an hour's 
observation here on this floor or in the hotel parlors where, during 
recess, we find the Brothers and Sisters enjoying the social advan- 
tage that comes to these annual meetings. These Patrons return 
to their homes and to their several Granges carrving with them 
new life and awakened energies which are utilized for the good of 
the Order by every earnest Patron. Not only f epresentatives, but 
visiting members should feel it obligatory to carry back to the 
Grange of which he or she is a member, as full a report of these 
proceedings as possible, and particularlv note everv feature of 
progress and advancement made by the Order, that the fc^ubordi- 
nate Grange may derive the greatest possible benefit from these 
annual meetings. No duty is more obligatory upon each represent- 
ative present than that of attending at the earliest day practicable, 
a session of these Granges and communicating every item of inter- 
est here gathered that can be of value to the constituency of such 
representative. 

These proceedings when printed do not at once come to the 
notice of aU our membership, and if they did, would not awaken 
such a lively interest as a verbal report fresh from one who has 
participated in the proceedings. By the past we are to judge of the 
future ; this Grange will discuss during the week, and act upon 
many questions presented, all of which will appear upon the 
record of proceedings in regular order. Some of the matter thus 
disposed of, to be of lasting value will require legislative work, and 
it has seemed to me that heretofore this Grange has been remiss in 
not taking the necessary steps to make most effective its conclu- 
sions upon subjects requiring legislative action. Would it not 
be wise to add something more to the expense necessarily 
incurred by the session, by authorizing such compensation of a leg- 
islative committee as will make reasonably sure that the work of 
this body requiring legislative action will not be lost— for want of 
enforced attention upon the legislature. 

I am aware that suggestions of this kind are not strictly in 
the line of my official duty in making the required annual report 
of the business of the Secretary's office, but as they impose no obli- 
gation of action on the part of the Grange, I trust that my good 
intentions will be accepted as a reason for their presentation. In 
common with my Brothers and Sisters who have been clothed with 
official duties and responsibilities, the close of our official term is at 
hand. Again returning to the ranks from which for the eighth 
time I have been called to discharge the duties of the Secretary's 
office, it affords me great pleasure to certify to the pleasant rela- 
tions that have existed between the officers of the State Grange and 
members of the executive committee with whom I have been asso- 
ciated and the hundreds of Brothers and Sister^ that I have met from 
time to time here* and elsewhere ; and as the years of the future 
come and go I shall ever cherish in grateful remembrance the 
many proofs of confidence in my devotion to the best interests of 
the Order and of the farmers of our country, received from the 
Patrons of Michigan. 

J. T. COBB. 

Eeport received, and on motion referred to Committee 

on Division of Labor. 
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The Worthy Lecturer read his annual report as fol- 
lows: 
Worthy Master and Members of the Michigan State Orange: 

I submit the following report of my w6rk: as Lecturer since 
the last session of the State (Irange: 

1 have, durinff the year, delivered 62 public lectures, besides 
several talks at prnges where meetings had been appointed; but 
where, owing to bad weather and other causes, but few people 
came together. 

A large proportion of this work has been among the weaker 
Granges and has been work assigned me by the Worthy Master and 
under whose direction it has oeen performed. The exi>enses of 
these meetings have mostly been defrayed from the lecture fund. 
I have aiso delivered eight lectures in localities where no Granges 
existed. Following this work has been the organization of three 
new Granges and the revival of one dormant Grange. Perhaps 
the greater share of the credit of this work is due to efficient depu- 
ties. 

In regard to making the lecture work more effective, I wish to 
reiterate what I said in my report last year in regard to advertis- 
ing meetings. When you are going to have a public Grange 
lecture, not only advertise in the local papers and by posters, but 
take especial pains to give hearty, personal invitations to those 

geople you desire to have present. Another thing, let there always 
e a full attendance of the members of the Grange. This is too 
often lacking. If you do not take interest enough in the meetings 
to go yourselves, you cannot reasonably expect those outside the 
gaies to be present. 

Lectures should be delivered in series. It often has been said 
that it was not, as a rule, good policy to invite a lecturer a long dis- 
tance to deliver one address. Ii will do no harm to say this several 
times more. A lecture trip a hundred miles from home, means an 
expense of six dollars for railroad fare, and probably three or four 
dollars more for hotel bills and other incidental expenses, for 
lecturers, like other persons, must eat and sleep. 

Going a hundred miles to deliver one lecture and returning, 
will use from one to four days time, for which the lecturer ought to 
be paid. 

I delivered one lecture during the last year that caused a trip 
of two hundred and eighty miles, for which the actual necessary 
traveling expenses was $11.45. I spent three days* time, for which 
I shoulcT receive $7.50, making a total expense of $18.95 for one 
lecture. 1 am intimately acc^uainted with the lecture delivered on 
that occasion, and I don't believe it was worth the money. If I had 
put in a week's worK in that locality without further incidental 
expenses, it would have made the cost of four lectures just $6.60 
each,, or a little more than one-third the cost per lecture of the one 
I delivered. I think this illustration shows the expediency of ar- 
ranging for lectures in series. 

UNORGANIZED TERRITORY. 

During the year eleven Granges have been organized or reor- 
ganized in the State. This is a matter of congratulation, but there 
remain many sections where good Granges can be organized if the 
methods of work, aims and purposes of the Order were only fully 
understood. A little time and money judiciously expended on 



Michigan State Grange. 23 

th^se localities would be productive of good results. This matter 
will, undoubtedly, receive consideration, and it is to be hoped that 
some definite plan of action will be decided on. 

It is gratifying to know that we have increased in membership 
in the State and nation. This shows the Order to be in a healthy 
condition; but we must not forget wherein lies our greatest useful- 
ness. The State and National Granges have their several duties 
to perform, but the Subordinate Grange is the foundation of all; 
to be permanent it must of itself be good for something. 

OUB EDUCATIONAL WORK. 

The literary and parliamentary training we receive, and the 
readmg and study such work, necessarily brings in its train, is 
the comer-stone of success in the Subordinate Grange. There kre 
many Granges in the state that are regarded as models; are held up 
as examples to be patterned after. What has made these Granges ? 
Systematic literary work; work on which thought and labor have, 
not been spared. Let us study and discuss the methods of such 
Granges and profit by their ideas and plans. 

The education and training of the American farmer for 
the broad fields of public usefulness, is the most necessary work that 
can be done for the protection of our agriculture. The schooling 
one receives in his youth, no matter how thorough, can only be a 
beginning. It must be continued in after years if the farmer is to 
become the intellectual peer of the professional man. There is 
only one place where this work ever has been thoroughly done, and 
that is in our best Subordinate and County Granges. Let such 
Granges and their work be a stimulus to the rest; and let us re- 
member that here as elsewhere there is no excellence without 
labor. 

With this session of the State Grange closes my term as 
Lecturer. I have endeavored to perform the duties of my oflSce 
faithfully, and I thank the worthy Patrons of the State for the 
hearty assistance and kindly words of encouragement they have 
given me in my work in the lecture field. 

JASON WOODMAN, Lecturer. 

Received and on niotion referred to Committee on 
Division of Labor. 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Bro. Burrington moved the election of oflScers be made 
the special order for Wednesday at two o'clock p. m. 

Motion prevailed. 

Gov. Luce, Past Master of this Slate Grange, having 
entered the hall for a brief hour, took occasion to speak upon 
the value to farmers of the State of the experimental station, 
and closed with a motion that President Willetts of the Agri- 
cultural College, be invited to address this body at some 
time during the session. 

Motion prevailed. 
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Bro. Piatt moved that President Willetts be invited to 
speak " to-morrow." 

A Brother moved to amend by striking out "to-morrow," 
and inserting in lieu thereof, "Thursday evening." 

The motion as amended prevailed. 

Bro. Piatt moved this Grange hold a public meeting 
Thursday evening. 

Motion carried. 

Bro. Green moved that Bro, Burrington be a committee 
of one to draft resolutions on the death of the Worthy Master 
of the National Grange. 

Motion prevailed. 

Bro. Burrington objecting, Bro. Piatt moved that as 
several prominent members of the Order had departed this 
life since the last session of the Stiate Grange, the Worthy 
Master appoint a committee of three on Obituaries to draft 
and present resolutions to this body. 

Which motion prevailed. 

Having exhausted the order of business, the Grange was 
entertained by speeches from His Excellency, Governor 
Luce, Past Master Woodman, and others. After a song by 
the choir, the Grange closed in form to meet again at nine 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 



SECOND DAY-Morning Session. 

Grange opened in form by Worthy Master Thomas 
Mars. 

Quorum present. 

Journal of proceedings of first day's session read and 
approved. 

The Worthv Master announced as Committee on Obit- 
uaries Sisters Perry Mayo, J. C. Gould and O. M. Sj^kes. 

Kegular order of business taken up. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS OF THE STATE GRANGE. 

Sister Mayo, Pomona, made the following report: 

Worthy Master, Brotliers and Sisters: 

As a representative of one of the graces of our Order we greet 
you. Anotner 3-ear of Grange life has nearly passed. Spring 
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followed the winter; it came to us bright and joyous, bringing 
bursting bud and leaf. The bare, brown earth grew warm, vital- 
ized by light and heat, the seeds that God or man had planted 
became the living plant. It was nature's resurrection morn. It 
requires but little faith, in the spring-time, to believe in the 
resurrection of the body. 

The summer days came on, bringing the longer hours of in- 
tenser heat, the bursting bud and leaf became the fields of wheat 
and grass and com, whose golden heads nodded to each other, or 
tossed their plumed spears like an army with banners. The trees, 
that in the spring time turned pink and white petals up toward 
sun and dew, now showed a growing fruitage under their green 
leaves. 

The crowning glory of the season came to us in the autumn 
time. The earth has yielded her fruits. Our barns are filled with 
plenty. The provident PatroiL has gathered in the result of the 
summer's toil, and from our hearts we should look up and say, 
" We are thankful." 

"And as the days go by." 

Does it ever occur to you, my brothers and sisters, how fast 
the days go by ? Can any of us see any fruitage of our lives this 
past year ? The seed time came to us as surely as it came to the 
farmer in the spring. The thoughts that inspire to noble deeds, 
the strivings for a higher plane of usefulness, the longings for a 
purer, better life— these are the seeds that if nurtured, fostered 
and cultivated, will develop in our lives the fruits of right living. 
But there must be the pruning and cultivating. Has there been 
rooted out from our lives a single bad habit V Has there been the 
subduing of a quick temper, the withholding of cross words? 
What has been our influence upon the young in our homes and 
neighborhoods ? has the law of kindness ruled us ? Have we been 
ever ready to exercise the " greatest of these, " charity ? Has 
there shown from our lives a pure, clear ray, that some one has 
seen and followed to something higher? If there has, the fruits 
of our lives have been consistent with the precepts of our Order. 

Where has been the fruits of work in our respective Granges 
this past year ? Have we attended the meetings regularly when 
our own health and the health of our family would permit? 
Have we been there at the hour of opening, extending the hand in 
friendly, fraternal greeting; been ready to do the duty assigned us, 
sustaining the officers in all good words and works, thinking and 
planning for the Grange when outside of its walls, eager to take 
in something new, that may interest and instruct? promptly paid 
our dues, subscribed for the Visitor, been able to give a reasonable 
reason why we are Patrons, and from results accomplished to hold 
out inducements for others to join us ? If we have done this, the 
fruits of our Grange work are evident— a live, prosperous Grange. 
If, on the other hand, we have been tardy in attendance, grumbled 
and found fault because some brotiier or sister was putting in 
good, active work, making things move, even against our sour 
temper and stubborn way; if we have thrown a wet blanket upon 
every endeavor to make the Grange fire bum brightly, forgotten 
to pay our dues, taken the Grange Visitor because it was paid for 
from the Grange treasury, never opening it, and then declaring it 
was not worth the paper it was printed on, said to those outside, 
"the Grange don't amount to anything, anyway," the fruits of 
your Grange can be readily seen — a dying, dead Order. 
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What have been the fruits of our organization as a State 
Grange this past year? One year ago we met, drafted many im- 
portant resolutions and passed the same, -listened to able reports 
that contained good sound seed, that if only cultivated would 

Sroduce bountifully. Did the seeds fall by the wayside, to be 
evoured by side issues or blighted by neglect? Has our power 
as an Order been felt by our foes ? Has oppression in any form 
lightened its grasp upon us ? Has Congress been cognizant of the 
fact that such an Order as "Patrons of Husbanoury" exists in 
Michigan? Have the agricultural interests of the State, which 
are the basis of all prosperity, received any attention from our 
law makers? 

Never before have there been such a forming of trusts and* 
monopolies. There are to-day coal trusts, sugar trusts, oil trusts, 
meat trusts, milling and plaster trusts. Do we know what in- 
fluence these trusts are having upon the i)roducer and consumer ? 
We cannot rest our oars upon past achievements, else we drift 
downward with the tide. There must be aggressive work all along 
the line. " By their fruits ye shall know them." 

Mrs. MARY A. MAYO, Pomona. 

Report received and on motion referred to Committee on 
Good of the Order. 

The Worthy Treasurer read his annual report as fol- 
lows: 

Worthy Master and Members of tJie Michigan State Orange : 

Another year with its busy careB and toil, its joys and sorrows, 
has passed, and again we assemble as Patrons to exchange greet- 
ings and obtain some useful lessons from the experience of the 
past, and lay new plans for the future. 

The past year has been a prosperous one in regard to the finan- 
ces of the State Grange, and I am glad that I can report to you an 
increase in the amount of money on hand over last year. 

The financial condition of the State Grange for the fiscal year 
ending Nov. 90, 1888, is as follows : 

RESOURCES. 

Cash on hand at beginning of the year S 2,012 29 

Notes 3,700 00 

Received from Sec. J. T. Cobb 7,366 07 $13,078 36 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid orders during the year from Nos. 1 to 62 

inclusive $ 6,784 83 

Leaving a balance in my hands of notes 3,700 00 

Of cash 2,593 53 813,078 36 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

E. A. STRONG, 

Treas. Mich State Orange. 

Report received and referred to Finance Committee. 
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motions and resolution's. 

Bro. Hewitt offered the following resolution and moved 
its adoption. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Good of the Order, and they 
are hereby instructed to devise some plan by which the material 
recommended for legislative action by this Grange shall be properly 
presented to the legislature at its next session and report the 
same to this Grange at the earliest moment practicable. 

Eesolution received and adopted. 

Bro. Horton moved a committee of three on programme 
for the public meeting be appointed by the chair. ^ 

Motion prevailed. 

A Brother moved to reconsider the vote b}'' which this 
Grange decided to visit Capitol Grange this evening. 

Motion lost. 

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS, MEMORIALS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Bro. Joseph Shaw, a petition from Grand Ledge Grange, 
relating to equalizing taxation on mortgaged property. 

Eeceived and referred to Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Bro. Murphy, a preamble and resolution urging all repre- 
sentatives to use their influence to extend the circulation of 
the Grange Visitor in their several counties. 

Eeceived and referred to Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Bro. Ladd presented resolutions from Traverse District 
Grange, recommending the repeal of the law creating town- 
ship boards of review. 

Keceived and referred to Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Bro. Lott, a petition relating to taxation. 

Keceived and referred to Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Sister Ladd presented a resolution from the Grand 
Traverse Pomona Grange, adverse to a reduction of fees in 
Subordinate Granges. 

Eeceived and referred to Committee on Good of the 
Order. 

Bro. Ladd, a series of resolutions relating to schpol ex- 
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aminere, favoring un if brnaity of text-books in schools, and in 
opposition to the so-called township system. 

Eeceived and referred to Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

A petition from Flushing Grange, No. 38, relative to tax- 
ing mortgages. 

Eeceived and referred to Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

Bro. Hall, a resolution adverse to the use of barbed wire 
for highway and line fences. 

1 Received and referred to Committee on Legislative 
Action. 

The time having arrived for the special order, the super- 
intendent of public instruction, Professor Estabrook, ably 
entertained the Grange for three-quarters of an hour, and 
received for the same a unanimous vote of thanks. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS OF THE STATE GRANGE. 

Worthy Gate Keeper made report as follows : 

To the Officers and Members of the Michigan State Grange : 

In response to duty, I offer the following report : That first 
principle and purpose of our Order—education, is held in high 
esteem, therefore I deem it our imperative duty to diligently labor 
for a uniformity of text-books in the common schools of this state, 
also that the publication of the same be under state contract, that 
they may be furnished to the people at the lowest possible cost. 

As the agricultural class bear an undue proportion of taxation, 
- and, as it has not received public aid commensurate with its vast 
importance, as compared with other interests, I offer for your con- 
sideration the propriety of asking our legislature an appropriation 
sufficient to hold at least one Farmer's Institute, per annum, in 
each county of sufficient population to warrant success. 

Feeling, as I do, the benefit to those taking the Visitor, our 
own, and only medium of exchange of thought and information, 
and observing the absolute necessity Of such a medium to secure 
the best results from our labors, we, as Patrons, should not only 
subscribe for it ourselves, as members of this body, but give it our 
personal attention until every Patron in Michigan shall have access 
to it, and then extend it among the farmers outside the gate. 

I am pleased to mention with favor the good work being done 
by, and the benefits already derived from the Sipial Service, which 
is vet in its infancy, and as it is a part of our mission here, as agri- 
culturists, and as an Order, to delve deep into nature's ways and 
draw out her hidden mysteries to deepen and widen the science of 
agriculture, we owe our undivided support to this comparatively 
new department, as an important factor to the farther development 
of the science of agriculture. 

In conclusion, I am highly gratified to report that great im- 
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provement has been made in the unwritten work of our Order 
within the past year. With but a single exception, this entire body 
has given the *'test" in a manner much to its credit, which indicates 
an increased interest in the workings of our noble Order. 

J. C. GOULD, G. K, 

Report received and on motion referred to Committee on 
Division of Labor. 

The Worthy Master at this time announced the following 
Committee on Programme for the public meeting: 

Bros. Horton and Burrington and Sister Gunnison. 

On motion, a recess was ordered until half past one. 

Afternoon Session. 

On reassembling, the regular order of business was 
taken up. 

Bro. Passmore moved that the installation of officers be a 
part of the programme for the public meeting 

Motion prevailed. 

A Brother moved that a messenger be appointed to wait 
upon the committees absent from the room and inform them 
that the time for the special order, the oleclion of officers, had 
arrisred. 

Carried. 

The Worthy Master appointed as such committee, Bro. 
Partridge. 

The Grange then proceeded to the election of officers, 
with the following result : 

Master — Thomas Mars. 

Overseer — Perry Mayo. 

Lecturer — Jason Woodman. 

Steward — A. P. Gray. 

Assistant Steward — A. B. Green. 

Chaplain — Sister Perry Mayo. 

Treasurer — A. E. Strong. 

Secretary - J. T. Cobb. 

Gate Keeper — George Carlisle. 

Ceres — Mrs. Thomas Mars. 

Bro. Ladd moved to postpone the further election of offi- 
cers until half past eight to-morrow morning. 

Carried. 

After a song by the choir, the Grange closed in form. 
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Wednesday Evening. 

In response to the invitation from Capitol Grange, the 
State Grange attended a meeting in their hall, and were enter- 
tained with a moat excellent programme, which imposed work 
mainly on the younger members of the Grange. 

The large hall of Capitol Grange was crowded to its 
utmost capacity, chaira and all standing room were occupied 
during the entire session of the Grange. 

The lesson taught the representatives of the Subordinate 
and Pomona Granges present was most valuable, as before 
them was shown the results of a Grange training that had 
reached the high standard of our best schools and seminaries 
of learning. 



THIRD DAY-Morning Session. 

Thursday, 8:30 a. m. 

Grange opened in form with Worthy Master Thomas 
Mars in the chair. 

Journal of yesterday's proceedings read and approved. 

Sister Mayo moved the farther election of officers be post- 
poned until half past ten. 

Motion iQst. 

Special order, the election of officers was resumed with 
the following result : 

Pomona — Sister Passmore. 

Flora — Sister Gunnison. 

Lady Assistant Steward — Sister Wiley. 

Executive Committee — H. D, Piatt, F. H. Eedfern, G. 
B. Horton and J. C. Gould. 

On motion, the choir were e^xcused for the afternoon after 
the opening song. 

Eegular order of business taken up. 

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS, MEMORIALS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

Bro. Dresser offered a preamble and resolution condemning 
the present district schools system of the state and recom- 
mended a change. 
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Eeceived and referred to Committee on Education. 

Bro. Gray presented a petition from Grove Grange, No. 
528, numerously signed, setting forth the multiplicity of text- 
books in use, their great and unnecessary cost, and asking for 
such action as will secure thorough legislation, pecuniary relief 
with the advantages that would come through uniformity of 
text-books throughout the state. 

Received and referred to Committee on Education. 

Bro. Murphy, a petit'on relating to State Grange dues. 

Eeceived and referred to Committee on By-Laws of 
Subordinate Granges. 

Bro. Partridge a petition relating to the saloon. 

Received and referred to Committee on Legislative- 
Action. 

By the same, a paper asking the State Grange to advise 
all Patrons to withhold patronage from State, district and 
local fairs that license saloons or games of chance of any kind 
on their grounds. 

Received and referred lo Committee on Resolutions. 

REPORT OP THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Bro. J. G. Ramsdell, chairman of the Rxecutive Commit- 
tee, made the following report : 

Worthy Master and Members of the State Ghrange : — 

In compliance with the direction of the Executive Committee. 
I have the honor to present this, their sixteenth annual report. 

Immediately after the election of the members of this Com- 
mittee, at the last annual meeting, the Committee met in the 
speaker's room and selected J. G. Ramsdell chairman. Previous 
to the transaction of any further business, the chairman was 
called away and Brother Thos. ^iars was elected temporary chair- 
man. 

On Friday evening your Committee assembled at room No. 42, 
Hudson House, to consider such matters as had been referred to 
them by the Grange. In the matter of the report of the Worthy 
Lecturer the Committee directed the Secretary to strike out that 
portion of the report calculated to cast a slur upon rural districts. 
It was also ordered that one hundred dollars be charged up to the 
Defense Fund for the supervision and care of that fund, and that 
the Secretary retain ten per cent of that portion of the Defense 
Fund Contributed in the year 1887. 

It was further ordered that the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee should turn over the Defense Fund notes to the Treas- 
urer of the State (Jrange for safe keeping. 

It was further provided that the Secretary should have printed 
two thousand copies of the by-laws and sucn other matter in the 
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same connection as he should deem advisable for distribution 
among Subordinate Granges. Under the direction the Secretary 
has compiled a manual of Grange law and jurisprudence of 52 pages, 
carefully edited and indexed, which is proving of great service to 
Subordinate Granges and a great relief to the Worthy Master and 
Worthy Lecturer m their correspondence by enabling each Grange 
to settle nearly all questions of law and practice without recourse 
to those officers for instructions, lirothers Horton and Burrington 
were appointed a special committee to visit Detroit for the purpose 
of making some arrangements with responsible parties for hand- 
ling shipments of produce by Patrons. 

On the last day of the session the following resolution was 
offered by Brother Barry and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That all matters passed by the State Grange, asking 
for Legislative action be, and the same is hereby referred to the 
Executive Committee for the purpose of perfecting and publicly 
presenting the same before the legislature of congress. 

This action of the State Grange was not brought to the notice 
of the Executive Committee or any member of it either officially 
or otherwise, until the same appeared in the published report of the 
proceedings of the State Grange, so that no action was taken upon 
it at the Committee's last session. When the matter was brought 
to the notice of the Chairman by receiving a copy of the published 
report of the proceedings ; the Chairman considering the fact there 
would be another session of the Grange before another State legis- 
lature would convene, and that in this as in all other presidential 
election years where the two great parties are so evenly balanced, 
nothing would be done in congress for the relief of the country, 
concluded that it would be a useless expenditure of the Grange 
funds to call the committee together to act upon the resolution, 
deeming it better to refer the resolution back to the Grange for 
further instruction at this session. 

The lecture field was again placed in the hands of the Worthy 
Master with all the matters pertaining to the general work of the 
Order. For information in that department we respe,ctfully refer 
to the reports of the Worthy Master and Lecturer. 

On consultation with the Worthy Master it was considered 
best not to call the usual October meeting of the Committee. The 
only business to be done before the annual meeting of the State 
Grange being the settlement with the Secretary and Treasurer, 
providing for the meeting of the State Grange and the furnishing 
of appropriate music. It was arranged that the Master should 
provide the music for this occasion. The Secretary should arrange 
for the annual meeting, and the Chairman should examine the 
books of the Secretary and Treasurer and report their condition. 

Under this arrangement the Chairman visited the Secretary 
and Treasurer at the Secretary's office on the 8th of November 
last, and with them looked over the accounts and examined into 
such other matters as it was deemed essential to report. 

The books of the Secretary's office are in excellent shape. A 
few moment's inspection is sufficient to enable anyone at all famil- 
iar with keeping accounts to readily understand the system in all 
its details. Everything was found correct, agreeing with tiie vouch- 
ers present, showing receipts and expenditures as reported by 
those officers. The total membership of the Grange as shown by 
the books of the Secretary was 12,272. 
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GRANGE Visitor. 

The matter of the publication, editing and general business 
and financial management of The Visitor has &en left entirely 
to the good judgement of Bro. Cobb. Any interference on ttie 

Eart of the committee or any of its members was deemed unadvisa- 
le. Therefore, we refer to the Wo.rthy Secretary's report for fur- 
ther information under this head. 

TAXATION. 

Under the present system of taxation the farmer and the 
manufacturer have the heft of the public burden to bear. Their 
property is all in sight and may be valued bv the assessing officer 
at figures approximating its real worth, while the property of the 
money loaner and the professional mali is hidden, or so complicated 
in detail, that a careful inventory only, can determine : its real 
worth. The assessing officer must depend upon the honesty of the 
owner in determining its value*. Efforts were made by the last 
legislature to remedy the evils growing out of this condition. The 
remedy proposed ,has, we believe, brought much concealed property 
to light ana made it bear its just share of taxation and has been 
a step in the right direction, and we believe this Grange should ask 
for a continuance of the mortgage taxation law with such amend- 
ments as the practical operation of the law has shown to be neces- 
sary to its complete execution in the spirit intended by its authors. 

As the farming class has the largest share of tne burden of 
taxation both proportionately and in quantity, we claim the right 
to examine into the needs and management of our penal, reforma- 
tory, charitable and educational institutions, and call upon the 
managers of these institutions to use the same economy in the ex- 
penditures for, and the management of these institutions as we, 
the tax-paying farmers are obliged to use in our financial affairs. 
When we see a half million of money used to construct a building 
that will house but five hundred persons, requiring one thousand 
dollars per head for house alone, we are led to ask how many of 
the farmers who are paying for this lavish expenditure, can afford 
to expend $1000 for each member of his household in erecting a 
palace for their comfort. 

While we are in favor of adequate provision for, and rigid dis- 
cipline in our penal institutions, we believe they ought to be made 
nearly self-sustaining ; and while we would allow no subject of 
State charity to suffer for the necessities or common comforts of 
life, we believe that all beyond is injurious to the indigent and 
unfortunate, and unjust to the overburdened tax-payer. While 
we are proud of our educational institutions, from the district 
school to the university, and would have none of them crippled for 
want of necessary funds to give efflcii-nt instruction in each, yet 
we feel and we believe that feeling prevails with the intelligent 
thinking people of the State, that the results obtained in the educa- 
tional line are not at all commensurate with the lavish expenditure 
shown by our tax receipts, and we believe that reform is needed in 
all these respects. 

We most earnestly thank our noble farmer Governor for his 
persistent efforts during the last session of the legislature in cut- 
ting down all unnecessary appropriations and calling a halt to 
undue extravagance, and we most emphatically approve of his veto 
of the so-called university bill, for the reasons in his message set 
forth. We ask the coming legislature to scrutinize closely all es- 
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timates for apjiropriations and cut them down to the lowest possible 

Soint of effective administration, and if the legislature shafi fail to 
o so, we ask our wise and economical Governor to stand by his 
convictions and have the courage to veto extravagance, no mat- 
ter from what source asked, assuring him with an abii^ng faith 
that the people will stand by l\im and approve his course. 

J. G. Ramsdell, 
H. D. Platt, 

J. Q. A. BURRINGTON, 
G. B. HORTON, 

F. W. Redfern, 
A. S. Partridge, 
Thos. Mars, } ^^^ rx^^i^ 
J.T.Cobb, 'J^x-Officio. 

Committee. 

Report received, and there being no objection, the 

Worthy Master referred it to the Committee on Division of 

Labor. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS OF THE STATE GRANGE. 

The Worthy Overseer made the following report : 

Worthy Master and Patrons: 

Fifteen years ago you held your iirst meeting as a State or- 
ganization and many of you who are present to-day were members 
of that gathering. Pubuc sentiment at that time was not entirely 
in harmony with Grange doctrines and teachings, and no opportu- 
nity was lost by the press and by those who belonged to other in- 
dustries or professions in holding you up for ridicule or derision ; 
you were regarded by many as tne enemies of business prosperity 
and progress, and gieed and avarice were regarded as being at 
least two of the comer-stones of the Grange structure. Others be- 
lieved that you were a political organization, bom for the purpose 
of bringing about a political revolution, destroying parties, and 
trampling under foot party traditions aud principles that had been 
handed down through generations by long haired political patri- 
archs. 

But time has demonstrated the fact that all were mistaken, for 
times are fairly prosperous and the wheels of progress seem to be 
moving along at a fair pace, and as the occasion demands, the far- 
mer steps up and votes the party ticket as his father did years ago. 

There is no denying the fact that the Grange as an organization, 
has undergone a transformation that is truly marvelous or else 
public opinion has changed wonderfully, for to-day you are looked 
upon as the true representatives of the agricultural interests of this 
great State, and as such are supposed to voice the sentiments and 
to give expression to the wishes of the agricultural classes. 
Your appeal for justice, and the righting of wrongs that may exist 
is made to the law-making power of the State, not as applicants 
for favors that may be given or withheld at pleasure, but as citizens 
who ask for equal rights and exact justice at the hands of those 
who have been entrusted with legislative power. 

How important then that those requests be carefully consid- 
ered and intelligently made, that they may receive the care and 
attention that their importance requires. 
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No class of citizens feel the effect of x>^rmcious legislation 
more keenly than you, and on the other hand none appreciate 
wise or wholesome laws more readily. No class responos more 
cheerfully to a wise expenditure of public money than you, and 
none oppose more bitterly unwise taxation, from the fact, that if 
an equality exists in our system of taxation, it is clearly not in 
your favor as our rural tax rolls will testify. 

In my judgment, it is important that you call the attention of 
the legislature to the condition of our tax laws and ask that they 
be so amended as to require a property holder to {iay a tax upon 
what he owns only. 

Do not attempt too much at one time, and thus fail in everjrthing, 
but carefully adopt a line of action and persevere in it to a final con- 
clusion. Do as other people do ; adopt the methods practiced by 
other professions and you will succeed ; let the undying watch- 
word be equality before the law ; equal burdens and equal privileges, 

I would recommend that on all questions on which vou desire 
legislative action, that you employ some person to carefully draft 
the bills for the measures contemplated and follow them up to a 
successful termination or a stubbornly contested defeat, and pay 
them as other people do. 

Time will not permit me to enumerate the great advantages 
that the Grange has been and is to us in the way of social and in- 
tellectual improvement, audit is entirely unnecessary that I should 
do so, as you have a grand illustration of it in the representatives 
of this body. 

In taking my leave of you as your Overseer, permit me to say. 
that I am not unmindful of the many advantages nor ungrateful 
for the many favors received at your hands, and my only wish is 
that I may always prove true to the Order that has done so much 
for me. 

JOHN HOLBROOK. 
Report received. 

Bro. Campbell moved to adopt. Bro. Passmore moved as 
a substitute that it be referred to the Committee on Division 
of Labor. 

Motion prevailed, and the report was so referred. 
Sister J. C. Gould, Worthy Flora, read her report as fol- 
lows : 
Worthy Master and Afembers of the Michigan State Orange, 

When came the warm breeze of springtime, to break with 
soft, moving touch, the long sleep pf meadow and woodland; and 
among the green springing grasses appeared bright, sturdy blos- 
soms, obeying the law of their nature, to bring to the useful the 
refinement of beauty; how bare, and by contrast how desolate 
seemed the scenes of my thoughts — our school yards! 

A poem once came to my^hand in which the writer revived the 
days of his childhood: "Among the fair pictures on memory's 
wall, hung clear in its outline the ancient gray school house; tne 
desks deeply carved by i^ischievous fingers, the loose, flapping 
siding by carelessness left, and around all a bleak wind-swept 
barren;" but here he cared not to linger, quickly he passed to 
pleasanter and more engrossing thoughts. 
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Passes all too quickly the years of one's childhood; but the 
plastic minds of the children receive impressions that all the years 
of a life-time fail to eif ace. Shall they be cheer-giving visions of 
brightness and beauty, or pictures of darkness and gloom ? 

The results of the future with us are now lying, far, deep in 
the heart of each human, a germ has been planted that wakens to 
life and responds to the touoh of the outward. Others have plans 
for adorning our school yards with shrubs and with trees both 
bright and majestic. I am glad of their efforts and wish them 
"Grod speed," while one thing more I am asking,— I plead for the 
flowers I Not rare exotics, far fetched and expensive, but bright, 
common flowers that, needing slight care, will yet yield returns, 
not alone to the eye. Now that our teachers are under command 
to faithfully master botanical lore, they'll soon be prepared full well 
to impart the instruction contained in the humblest of flowers. 
^ By management, wise and judicious, a stepping-stone here may be 
made toward a pure after life, refining the lessons that after life 
brings. 

And this was one thought I had in my heart when presenting 
this work to our sisters last year, and, flnding so many hearts that 
responded, encouraged and cheered me to still labor on. 

May we ever remember, what so oft mere glanced from life's 
lessons, that the mission of use and of beauty will evermore fail of 
utmost completeness, if we keep them asunder; and so surround 
the dear children with influences so wisely commingled as shall 
tend to develop well rounded symmetrical lives I 

*'Fair flowers, upsprlog from the soil! 
Sweet messengers of love ! 
They spread the earth with beauty rare, 
And lift the heart above. 

They sweetly whisper hope to man, 
Whene'er his fiEiith grows dim; 
That who so caret h for the flowers 
Will care much more for him." 

Mrs. J. C. Gould, Flm^a, 

Eeceived and referred to Committee on Division of 
Labor. 

Motion to take recess until half patet one prevailed. 

Afternoon Session. 

» 

On reassembling, the order of business, was taken up, and 
reports of Standing Committees, were called for. 

The chairman of Committee on Instructions to Delegates 
to the National Grange, made report as follows : 

■ 

Worthy Master and Members of the State Orange: 

Your Committee on Instructions to Delegates to the National 
Grange, after having carefully considered the resolution referred 
to them, relating to fees that are sent to the State and National 
Granges, (at the organization of Subordinate Granges) be retained 
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by the Subordinate Grange, do recommend that the law relating 
thereto be so changed as to accord with said resolution, and that our 
delegates to the National Grange be so instructed. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. D. Cook, 
W. J. Campbell, 
Mrs. E. a. Taylor, 
Gilbert Bradley, 
O. Barrett, 
U. W. Barrett, 
C. W. Taylor, 
J. A. Dun WELL, 

Committee. 

• * 

Eeport received, adopted and recommendations con- 
curred in. 

# 

The Chairman of Committee on Division ot Labor re- 
ported as follows : 

Worthy Master and Members of the State Orange : 

Your Committee on Division of Labor respectfully report: 
We recommend that so much of the Worthy Master's address as 
refers to the lecture system be referred to the Executive Commit- 
tee. The part referring to the need of laws against trusts to the 
Committee on Legislative Action, that part referring to the consti- 
tutional amendments, presented by the National Grange for ratifi- 
cation 01 rejection by the State Grange, be referred to the Commit 
tee on Constitutional Amendments; that part referring to the 
effects of prohibitory laws in the State of Kansas, be referred to 
the Committee on Good of the Order; that part referring to the 
Ofange Visitor be referred to Committee on Publication; that 
part referring to the Pomona Grange as a preventive of dormancy 
be referred to Committee on Dormant Granges; that part referring 
to the contest system to the Committee on Good of the Order; that 
part referring to reading circles to the Committee on Education; 
that part referring to ttie appointment of special correspondents 
for the Grange Visitor Ife referred to the Committee on Publica- 
tion. 

And we further recommend that the Overseer's address be re- 
ferred in full to the Committee on Legislative Action; that part of 
the report of the Executive Committee referring to the mortgage 
tax law, be referred to the Committee on Legislative Action; and, 
further, that part referring to the penal, charitable and educational 
institutions of the State, be referred to the same committee. And 
we recommend that so much as refers to Governor Luce and his 
veto of the so-called university bill be referred to the Committee 
on Resolutions. We recommend that part of the Lecturer's report 
referring to the better advertising of meetings be referred to the 
Committee on Good of the Order; that part referring to enlarging 
the lecture field be referred to the Executive Committee. We re- 
commend Flora's report to the Committee on Education. That 
part of the report of the Lady Assistant, urging the formation of 
reading circles, be referred to the Committee on Education, 
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and we recommend that the report of the Gate Keeper be referred 
to the Committee on Education. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A. T. Stark, 

L. H. WiLMARTH, 

Mrs. M. Cox, 
Mrs. James Cousins, 
Mrs. J. J. Bennett, 
Mrs. N. Stover, 

Committee, 

Eeport received and on motion adopted, and recommend- 
ations concurred in/ 

No objection being offered, Bro. and Sister Loren Day 
were excused from further attendance at this session. 

The Committee on Finances made report as follows : 

Worthy Master and Members of the Michigan State Ghrange : 

Your committee to whom was assigned the duty of ascertain- 
ing the financial condition of the State Grange have examined that 
Sart of the Secretary's and Treasurer's reports relating to the 
nances of the Order and find them correct. 

RESOURCES. 

Cash on hand Dec. 1, 1887 $ 2,012 29 

Notes secured by mortgage 3,700 00 

Received from Secretary Cobb : 7,366 07 

Total «13,078 36 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid orders during the year $ 6,784 83 

We also find in the hands of the Treasurer, notes secured 

by mortgage 3,700 00 

And cash ; 2,593 53 

Total amount in Treasurer's hands $ 6,293 53 

By comparing this amount with the amount in the hands of 
the Treasurer one year ago, we find a balance in favor of receipts 
of •581.24. 

In the seven preceeding years, the receipts have exceeded the 
expenditures by less than one hundred dollars a year. The large 
excess of receipts for the year just closed, shows the finances of the 
Order to be m a prosperous condition and points to a bright 
future. 

The defence fund has steadily increased until it now amounts 
to $1,727.92. We recommend that this fund be continued and kept 
in readiness for any emergency. 

In regard to the lecture work, we recommend the use of more 
home talent where Granges are already organized. Let the lecturers . 
of the Pomona Granges take the field and do more missionary 
work. They should aid the special deputies in organizing new 
Granges, and receive a reasonable compensation from their Pomona 
Granges. 

This we believe to be in harmony with the objects of the 
Pomona Grange. 
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We recommend that a special deputy be appointed for every 
county where Granges exist, and that the lecture work of the State 
Grange be confined principally to counties where no Granges are 
now organized. We recommend that a sum not to exceed five 
hundred dollars, in addition to the amount of the lecture fund left 
over from last year, be appropriated for lecture purposes, making a 
total lecture fund of 8620.10. 

We would further recommend that the salaries of the Worthy 
Master, Secretary and Treasurer be the same as last year, and that 
the editor of the Orange Visitor receive six hundred dollars per 
annum. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

E. O. Ladd, Chairman, 
W. W. Foster, 
Thomas Brabb, 
Mrs. W. W. Foster, 
J. S. Burton, 
Mrs. C. a. Jacobs, 
Mrs. Thomas Lancaster, 
Mrs. C. a. Underbill, 
Mrs. J. J. Murphy. 

Committee. 
Report received and considered by sections. 

First recommendation relating to lecture work in Pomona 
Granges. Concurred in. 

Second, relating to lecture fund. Recommendation con- 
curred in. 

Third, relative to officers* salaries. Recommendation con- 
curred in. 

Fourth, relative to the editor ot the Grange Visitor. 

On motion, the recommendation in relation to the salary 
of the editor of the Grange Visitor was referred to the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

The report as amended was adopted. 

The Committee on Constitutional Amendments made the 
following report : 

Worthy Master and Members of Michigan State Ghrange : 

Your Committee on Constitutional Amendments having, con- 
sidered the proposed amendments submitted to the State Grange 
for ratification or rejection, report as follows: 

First— Amend Art. VII of the constitution of Subordidate 
Granges by adding thereto the following: "Provided that the 
State Grange shall have the power to reduce the fee within their 
own jurisdiction to any sum not less than one dollar." 

Your committee recommend its adoption. 

Second— Under the head of Distnct and County Granges. 
Amend by striking out the words, ''not to exceed one in each 
county," where they occur in second line of said article. 

Your committee recommend it do not pass. 
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Third— Amend Art. XIV by striking out the words "three- 
fourths," where they occur in third line in said article and insert 
in lieu thereof, the words, "two-thirds*" 

Your committee recommend its adoption. 

Fourth— Amend Art. VII by adding, "provided that the mem- 
bership fee for children, under the age of 21, of members shall be 
91.00. 

Your committee recommend it do not pass. 

S, A. Cady, Chairman, 
Joseph Shaw, 
L. L. Plowman, 
D. W. Keed, 
John McPherson, 
Joseph Donaldson, 
Mrs. Dresser, 
Mrs. Hall, 
Mrs. Eeed, 
Mrs. McPherson, 

Committee. 

Eeport received, the recommendations concurred in, 
and the report adopted. 

motions and resolutions. 

Bro. Ackmoody moved to reconsider the vote by which 
this Grange decided to hold a public meeting. 
Carried. 

Bro. Cox moved the public meeting be indefinitely post- 
poned. 

Motion prevailed. 

Bro. Hewitt moved President Willits be invited to ad- 
dress this Grange at half past seven this evening. 
Motion prevailed. 

The Worthy Master appointed the Worthy Overseer a 
committee to notify President Willits. 

Bro. Horton moved the installation of officers be made 
the special order for this evening, immediatdly after Pres. 
Willit's address. 

Carried. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS- 

Bro. Jason Woodman presented a petition relating to the 
agricultural department at the Agricultural College. 

Received and referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 
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At this time his excellency, Gov. Luce read a greeting 
from Texas State Grange, as follows : 

In the name and by the authority of the Texas State 
Grange, Patrons of Husbandry: 

To all whom these Presents shall come— Greeting : 

Know ye, that I, A. J. Rose, Worthy Master of the Texas 
State Grange, reposing special trust and full confidence in the 
integrity and ability of C. G. Luce, of Lansing, State of 
Michigan do, by virtue of the authority vested in me by law, con- 
stitute and appoint him as representive of the Texas State Grange 
near Michigan State Grange, to convey to that body our fraternal 
greetings, with the assurance of the hearty co-operation of the 
fraternity throughout this jurisidiction, in the grand work we 
have undertaken, as enunciated by the National Grange, Patrons 
of Husbandry. 

In Testimony Whereof, I hereto sign my name, at Town of 
Salado, Bell County, Texas, the sixth day of December, in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and eighty eight, and of 
our order the twenty-second. 

A. J. ROSE. 

Worthy Master Teaxis State Grange, 

Received and referred to committee on Resolutions. 

Bro. Woodman, Past Master of the National Grange was 

called to the chair and the Grange listened to remarks from 

Bro*s Woodman and Mars. After which the Grange took a 

recess untill half past seven this evening. 

Carried. 

Evening Session. 

At half-past seven o'clock the Worthy Master introduced 
President Willits of the Agricultural College, who spoke 
substantially as follows : 
Worthy Master and Patrons : 

The first time I visited Washington, I had what was then the 
same sentiment that generally existed against the Agricultural 
Bureau of the Government,— that it was a place for raising 
"pumpkin seeds." But during the two or three weeks that I was 
visiting the city, being acquainted with Roland E. Trowbridge, 
long a resident of this State and member of Congress from this 
State and I believe at that time Chairman of the Committee on 
Agriculture, I frequently fell in with him,. and incidentally made 
some remark disparaging of the Agricultural Bureau. He says, 
*-Mr. Willetts, you are entirely mistaken in your ideas of that 
bureau. Do you know what the department is doing or attempt- 
ing to do ?" "Why, no," I had to tell him. Hfe says, "please go 
there with me then;" and I visited the department; I was very 
much surprised at what I found. He informed them that I was a 
little skeptical in regard to their work, and I asked them what 
good they were doing, what they were accomplishing, what good it 
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was to be sendiog forth seed throughout the country. They said, 
** Within the last five years, we have oeen instrumental in distribut- 
ing a certain kind of oats through the northern States; now all we 
asK of you is to just bear that in mind. We tell you that before 
we introduced those oats, the average of the crop of oats was, say, 
30 bushels to the acre; since sending out those oats, the average 
crop is 40 bushels to the acre. Now investigate it, satisfy yourself 
on this question." And 1 was so impressed with their earnestness 
that I did give some attention to it, and I became satisfied, thor- 
oughly and positively satisfied, that in the great belt of the temper- 
ate zone of this United States, properly speaking the northern 
States, the great amount of oats per acre had been raised 10 bushels 
by the intrwiuction of that quality of oats. While the oats would 
have been introduced in some other manner perhaps, and probably, 
yet we anticipated it five years, and added ten bushels to the acre 
for five years; and have not we paid for this department every 
dollar that it has cost from the time of its organization to the 
present time ? 

When I went to Washington in 1877 in a public capacity, I had 
become fully impressed, notwithstanding all the mistakes the de- 
partment has made, all of the fruitless experiments that they had 
fostered, that in its success it had accomplished a benefit that more 
than compensated for the expense to the government. And during 
the six years I spent there, I became more impressed with its 
importance, so that, when I laid down my official duties, I was 
warmly in sympathy with the Agricultural Department, and as 
such, in sympathy with the new work that I had taken up. 

At the first convention of Agricultural Colleges in Washington 
in 1885, there was an assault made upon the Department of 
Agriculture, and I recollect we had Coleman in the chair at that 
time, and one of the most bitter assailants was from a gentleman 
from California, claiming that there was poor seed sent to Cali- 
fornia, and he was so fierce that he impressed even the Commis- 
sioner himself. I said, "May I ask the gentleman from California 
a few questions T* He said 1 might, and I said "I would like to 
ask this gentleman if it is not true that a certain time (giving date), 
there were two bushels of wheat that had been sent to California, 
and that on trial it was found that that was just the kind of wheat 
that California needed, and that wheat has raised the production 
five bushels to the acre?" He said, "1 must confess it is so." 
"What has it been worth to California ?" I asked him. "One or 
two million of dollars," he said. "Don't you know that when that 
wheat was sent over the country to California from Washington, 
it lay in the postoffice (which was a comer grocery store) for 
months, and no one would touch it because it came from the 
"Pumpkin seed department;" until finally an old farmer from one 
of the valleys said he would 'take it off the postmaster's hands for 
him,' and he found it was just what that climate needed ?" He 
admitted that what I said was true, and I said, "Let me ask you 
another question: You have oranges in California; what is the 
best orange you have ?" He said it was a slip sent from the Agri- 
cultural Department, the Riverside Orange. I asked him what 
that slip was worth to California; well, he said he did not know, 
but he would not have it taken away for a million dollars. "Now,*^ 
I said, 'gentleman from California, what have you to say about 
the distribution of seeds in California ?" "But they are not careful 
enough," he said, "we are afraid they will send us some insect that 
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will destroy our fruit or our crop. The coddling moth even came 
from Michigan, and it was a lively insect because it did come from 
Michigan. Some people out in California thought it would be so 
nice to have some Michigan apples; so they sent to friends in 
Michigan for a barrel of api^les, and when the apples came they ate 
them and instructed the servants to burn the cores so that no in- 
sect should get into California, but the servants did not bum the 
cores, they fed them to the hogs, and thus the cuddling moth got 
into California. You say you have diseases of crops, did you get 
them from Washington ? !n o. Now my dear sir, these insects and 
diseases are going to be with you, they will come any way, and you 
most fight them just as we do in Michigan." 

So I say in a general way, the Department of Agriculture has 
justified itself, although it has frittered away thousands and 
thousands of dollars. 

' Now this same spirit of experiment—for it was experiment to 
get those foreign oats in Michigan, it was experiment to send 
foreign wheat over into California, it was experiment to send over 
this slip of orange — the same is becoming more general. Ninety- 
nine out of every one hundred experiments fan. I understand 
that Governor Luce talked to you in a general way and said that 
experiments in agriculture had been the growth of 20 years. It 
has. In fact there are few agricultural experiments a quarter of a 
century old. At the time the land grant was given to the State, 
experiments were simply hinted at, but the prime object was edu- 
cational. 

The Agricultural Colleges were started having nothing what- 
ever to do with experiments, except incidentally. The Agricul- 
tural College in Michigan was so organized, but people began 
wanting experiments, and this branch Kept growing and growing 
on our hands until finally we found it was a grand purpose, and we 
have found all kinds of developement. We found cattle, fruit, 
farming, in our vegetables, all changing forms and characteristics. 
What a boom there has been in the cattle industry, in the quantity 
of milk a cow gives. . How has it been brought about? By experi- 
ment. Mr. Roberts^ of Cornell University, has been experimenting 
on the subject of milk; he experimented until he became satisfied 
that a cow that did not produce over 4,000 pounds of milk, he 
would almost give away because she did not any more than pay for 
the keeping of her. "What do you do with such a cow?" I asked 
him. "Sell her for beef; or I can find plenty of men who think a 
cow is a cow anyway and will buy her; so if a cow gives less than 
7,000pounds, I sell her." 

Two years ago at a meeting of Cornell University, a paper was 
read upon how tney had, by experiment, increased the quantity of 
milk, of herds of cattle. How they had taken a herd that would 
produce say four or five thousand pounds, and give a herd that 
would produce from eight to thirteen thousand pounds of milk. I 
said to the writer of that paper the other day, when I met him, 
"Mr. Powell, I was very much pleased with what you said as to 
how you increased the quantity of milk the cows gave, and I wish 
to say that if we should have the cattle institute in the State of 
Michigan, we wish all the people from all parts of the State to be 
there, I want to get you to come and talk to us." He says, "We 
are trying another experiment now. We have found we can pro- 
duce a great deal of milk, but the quality is not what we would 
like, and now we are trying to put some cream into it." Speaking 
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to Governor Luce about it, he said, *'I think he is a very sensible 
man, but I would rather wait until he can bring some of the cream 
along with him." The great question is, How have they got these 
special breeds ? What was it about the Jersey, about the Short- 
horn ? Who made them ? So the question grows. 

So far as our experiments are concerned in the college, it was 
such a growing question that our funds were insufficient. The 
great question was whether we could not establish a grand system 
of experiments in the United States. In the last session of Con- 
gress that I was there, a bill was introduced, and has been intro- 
duced again and again; I spent two weeks the first winter, two 
weeks the second winter and the last winter, pressing this bill. 
The great question came up in the first place, Ought we to foster 
agriculture in this way ? Ought we to select out any particular 
branch of industry and give it special advantages ? Is it in the 
province of the State or ofthe United States to take any branch 
of industry and select it out and make experiments in it, any more 
than other branches? Yes, for there is an uncertainty about 
agriculture which makes it different from any thing else. A 
mechanic can make an article and when it is finished, it is just as 
he expected it would be; the mechanic «an get the results he is 
after. Tne carpenter can build a house, and when that house is 
done it comes out just as he intended it should. The watch maker 
can make a watch that will keep time so as not to vary a second 
in months. The mathemetician can make reasonably accurate 
mathematical calculations. But there is no accuracy in the ques- 
tion of agriculture. There is no living man that can, in two years 
in succession, produce just so many bushels . of wheat, or take two 
fields of exactly the same kind of land and produce the same 
results on each. What with drouths and dry seasons, bad harvest- 
ing, bad luck, etc., there is an uncertainty about agricultural 
experiments Chat diifers from anything else. And there is the 
vast interest at stake with this as with nothing else. We thought, 
this interest is so much greater, and the uncertainty so much 
larger, we will try and get Congress to help us. So we went to 
Congress. Why not go to this State for aid? We did to a certain 
extent. At one of the meetings of the Cattle Association here, it 
was suggested that the College ought to take certain breeds of 
cattle and keep, them just ahke a certain number of years and 
then slaughter them and see what they would weigh on the block. 
They were so generous under the impulse of the moment that the 
Short-horn cattle men said "We will give you a couple of short- 
horns," and the Jersey men said, "We will give you a couple of 
Jerseys," and so on they were going to donate to the College for us 
to experiment on. So we went to the Legislature and got them 
to give us money to carry our experiments out; but when we went 
out to claim the cattle, "That calf was so nice, they didn't want to 
give that away," and "That heifer they couldn't spare," so we did 
not get any cattle. Well, that was all right. If the Agricultural 
College is to make experiments in cattle, let it pick out its own 
cattle and pay for them like a man. You take a donation from a 
man, and you are under some kind of obligation to favor his cattle 
a little. So we make up our minds to go and buy the cattle. This 
branch kept growing, and the expenses became so large we could 
not carry them; and the Legislature,— of course it is a good 
Legislature, but the trouble is, that it cannot look far enough 
ahead, they have not the patience to wait a number of years for 
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results. Congress looked at it in a fair way, and grave us 815,000 
each year; and the United States of America can afford to wait 
twenty-five years for results. The wider the area, the longer they 
can wait without getting impatient for results. And we want 
twenty-five years before we can see what can be accomplished. 
Ninety nine of those experiments will be money thrown away, but 
it is the one hundreth that pays for the ninety-nine. 

We went and got our 815^000 a year and then the question 
was, What shaJl we do with it? We distributed it as best we 
could. There are six departments of Agriculture at the College, 
they are agriculture, horticulture, chemistry, botany, zoology and 
veterinary. Six departments and all important ones with refer- 
ence to experiments and instruction in agriculture. So in a 
certain sense we had it agreed u^on a basis of money to be divided 
between them. A certain amount was set aside for experiments; 
one thousand dollars was set aside to buy scientific works. 

Before we had divided it up among the six different depart- 
ments we thought for some time of going to the Legislature and 
asking for a special appropriation, because it had occured to us 
that there was a large landed interest in this State that was 
practically at waste. That is, a large tract of this lower peninsula 
was sand; and the feeling had come that these sands should be 
experimented upon and find something that would best grow there; 
and the people living up at the North became quite clamorous on the 
subject. We were moved in the matter also by our personal interest, 
because, unfortunately, we have as our land grant, 90 or 40 thousand 
acres of that land; and we want to know whether those lands are 
worth anything. I said to Dr. Beale, '*You must find the grass 
that will grow in these sands." And he has got seed from all 
countries, he has sent everywhere, all over the world for seed; he 
has been raking the world with a fine toote comb to get a grass 
that will grow there. For you get a grass that will grow there 
and you solve the question. It has been demonstrated that you can 
raise as fine a crop there as any where; the biggest squash on 
exhibition at our fkir, came from those sands; and they were 
raised without manuring the ground. 

I said to Dr. Kedzie, "You look after the fertilizing of those 
sands." He has been experimenting only one season, out the re- 
ports we get from there are very encouraging. I tell you if you 
are members of the Legislature or'citizens of Michigan, do not put 
away those lands; because I believe there are persons here to night 
that, before they have grey hair, will see cattle roaming over those 
sands, grazing. 

I will state here, in short, some of the things we have been 
doing at the College. Professor Johnson comes first. He has 
eight varieties of wheat, 25 varieties of potatoes. 

In my trip to California, I ran across alfalfa, and became 
much impressed with it; I found there that they raised seven crops 
of it a year. The 24th day of December, I passed fields of cocked 
up alfalfa hay, as nice as you see here in July. They told me that 
you once seed it and it had roots that would go down 15 feet. 
Not only that, it would not die out for years; fields fifteen years 
old did as well as ever. So I came back rather hot on the subject 
of alfalfa. I said to Professor Johnson, "Why don't you raise 
alfalfa?" He says clover is good enough; we can rotate with it; 
alfalfa takes a couple of years to get started." I said, "Suppose a 
man has a piece of land and don't want to rotate, suppose he 
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wanted to have a permanent pasture or medow?" So we have 
seeded an acre of orchard grass and alfalfa. The alfalfa will be 
cut as often as it is necessary, will be weighed and compared with 
other grass, and he will keep on for fifteen years if need be, until 
he settles whether alfalfa will do as well here as in California. 
Kow we find to our surprise that alfalfa is one of the most success- 
ful grasses we have seeded up there. If the roots will just go 
down in that sand up North, the sand is valuable. 

Now it goes without saying, that our experiment with cattle, 
are well known in this State, have been watched with a great deal of 
interest, because the public believe that the results that shall be 
shown so far as feeding, care, etc., are concerned will be honest. 
The result was that we kept them three years, took them to the 
fat stock show, and after exhibiting them, had them slaughtered 
there on the ground. And not only this, but we sent them to a 
hotel keeper, and we are going to follow them right on to the grid- 
iron and see which makes the best steak. And so we have just 
started in with a new herd. We got twelve steers which we in- 
tend to carry through to the third generation. We have cows and 
heifers which we are experimentmg upon with feed, for three 
weeks feeding them with dry corn, then three weeks with corn 
stalks. 

In the pig pen you will find four pigs, two in a pen, Poland 
China, Berksmre ana Jersey. You will find a sign over each liv- 
ing name, amount they weighed the 6th day of August, and the^v 
will tell you what they weighed last Monday. All this is experi- 
ment and it costs money. These all have to be taken care of. 

T^e eight kinds of wheat, say 40 acres of wheat; it is going to 
cost money to raase eight kinds of wheat and keep them separate, 
thrash them separately, and keep in separate bins. Professor 
Johnson had a chance to sell all his wheat for seed. He gets orders 
clear from Tennessee for wheat; just the same kind of wheat that 
we grow in Michigan, they grow in Tennessee. 

Now we are going to experiment in the dairy line. We shall 
be experimenting this winter, and studying this question; we ex- 
pect to ask the dairymen's association to make suggestions at its 
next meeting as to what problems are to be solved; and we want 
to go to work and make cheese. 

In the horticultural department we have of apptes 345 varie- 
ties from grafts of 1886. 

What is the object here in this climate, where there is hardly 
a living peach tree, of trying to do anything with peaches ? Why, 
we want to find a peach tree that will live in this climate. We 
have got such a tree, out the fruit is poor. Now if Professor Beale 
or any other man can find a peach tree with a good lucious peach 
that will grow in this climate, it will be worth more than the 
college ever cost. He is going to take the flower of one kind and 
the flower of another, and he thinks he can get the good variety 
that will live hei'e. 

We are trying to get a pear tree that wont have the blight. 
We are trying to get a plum tree that wont loose its leaves and 
have blight. 

What do you want to cross the squash for? Well, we thought 
we could take squashes and cross them and see the results; 
whereas with the peach flower, you have to take a microscope to 
see what you are doing. 

The difficulty is, we send out a new variety, and some man 
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says it is not new, and then we discard it. We commenced with 
seeds of potatoes. 

Then in a littie office is our Veterinary surgeon, and he< studies 
actual disease. 

I tell you it is a grand thing to have had connection with an 
Agricultural College! I belif^ve in the Agricultural College; I 
believe in the impulse it gives young men; taking young men and 
placing them on the ground floor with experiments, and seeing 
what nature will do. Let me give you a little illustration: Dr. 
Beale is teaching botany. He had the class divided into three 
sections; he says to the first, **Here. bring in a maple leaf, and see 
what you can see in that," to another, **Bring in an oak leaf and 
see what difference you find." So placing them on an inquiry. I 
went into the class one day, ana they had the wild onion. The 
onion was placed, in my hands, and I called upon different ones, 
and each saw something new. Finally no one could see anything 
more and Professor Beale said, this is very strange; out of nearly 
one hundred students, there is not one that has discovered that the 
onion has a taste or a smell. They had been so intent looking at 
the onion, that they had not thought of nose or taste at all. And 
it is a good thing to have the young men on the ground floor in 
these things. 

Mankind has been studying up for centuries, and developed 
grand things, but the great possibilities of the future may be far 
greater than those yet known. 

The entertainment was enlivened with music by the 
choir and after a pleasant and profitable evening the audience 
was dismissed. 



FOURTH DAY-Morning Session. 

Friday, 8:30 a. m. 
Grange opened in form with Worthy Master Thomas 
Mars in the chair. 

Journal of yesterday's proceedings read and approved. 
Regular order of business taken up. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Bro. M. Cox, chairman of Committee on By-Laws of 
Subordinate Granges, made report as follows: 
Woi'thy Master and Membeis of the Michigan State Orange : 

Your committee on By-Laws of Subordinate Granges, would 
report as follows: The committee think the by-laws furnished by 
and along with the State Grange by-laws are sufficient, and if livett 
up to, are all that are necessary for the successful working of the 
Order. 

The following preamble and resolutions were presented to us 
for consideration, and your committee report favorably on the 
same and recommend their adoption. 

Whereas, There are a number of Pomona Granges in this 
State that are paying dues to the State Grange, and 
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Whereas, The said Pomona Granges have no means of know- 
ing of the actions of the Subordinate Granges, and consequently, 
are paying duels to the State Grange on members whose names 
have been. stricken from the rolls of their Subordinate Grange; 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the secretary of each 
Subordinate Grange to keep a list or members of the Pomona 
Grange who are members of their Subordinate Grange, and im- 
mediately after the death, suspension or expulsion of a member of 
their Grange who holds membership in the Pomona Grange, to 
notify the secretary of the Pomona Grange of such fact, so that 
the name of such deceased, suspended or expelled member shall be 
stricken from the roll of the Pomona Grange. 

M. Cox, 
Homer Case, 
Gilbert Walker, 
j. g. authorson, 
Mrs. Joseph Shaw, 
Mrs. L. L. Plowman, 
Mrs. O. L. Murray, 

Committee, 

Report received, adopted and recommendations con- 
curred in. 

Bro. Hiram Andrews, chairman of the Committee on 

* < 

Patent Rights, reported as follows : 

Worthy Mastei' and Members of the Michigan State Grange : 

Your Committee on Patent Rights, after careful investigation, 
have been unable to find any new developments in regard to patent 
rights. 

The reasons why our patent laws are unfair and need amend- 
ing, have been so often brought before this Grange and the Patrons 
of Husbandry, that a repetition is not necessary at this time. 

Every fair man knows that our patent laws are unjust and 
see the necessity of their being so amended that the innocent pur- 
chaser of patented articles may not become liable to pay a royalty 
thereon. 

We have petitioned Congress year after year, have written 
private letters to our members of boih houses at every session for 
several years past, 

A Bill amending the law has passed one house or the other 
for several years, but presumably from the vast monied interest in 
patent rights has failed to pass the other. 

In view of these facts, your committee would recommend that 
the Patrons of Michigan continue to write private letters to the 
members of both houses of Congress, urging the importance of 
proper legislative action. We would also recommend the passage 
of a joint resolution by both houses of the Michigan State Legisla- 
ture requesting our members in the House of Representatives and 
instructing our senators in the United States Senate to use their 
influence for the passage bf an act amending our patent laws so as 
to save the innocent purchaser from paying a royalty on patented 
articles. 

We would further recommend, that, whereas the Michigan 
tate Grange has a defense fund in the hands of their Executive 
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Committee, that no Patron pay a royalty on any patented article 
until they have first presentea the claim through the Secretary, 
J. T. Gobb, to the Executive Committee of the Michigan 8tate 
Grange. 

Patrons,' the price of success in this era seems to be eternal 
vi^ance. Therefore, let us continue to use all lawful means 
within our power till we secure needed legislation. 

Hiram Andrews, 

J. G. Rook, 

I. G. Snethen, 

W. J. TiMMS, 

LOREN L. BrOHMOND, 

L. C. Haines, 
Mr. Gift, 
Mrs. Gift, 

Committee, 

Report received, adopted and recommendations con- 
curred in. 

Bro. A. N. Howe, chairman of Committee on Mileage and 
Per Diem, made report of delegates in attendance with the 
per diem and mileage to which they are entitled. 

Report received, adopted and the Woithy Treasurer 
authorized to pay the same. 

Sister Mayo, from Special Committee on Obituary, read 

the following : 

IN MEMORIAM. 

'* Put Darden is dead." .The words fell upon our ears like lead, 
and every heart beat a funeral knell, as we tned to realize t^ie fact 
that our leader had fallen. *' The strong staff was broken and the 
beautiful rod." Can we measure the life that has gone out here, 
only to take on a brighter lustre in a higher life. The best evi- 
dence of his noble life, the best warrant of his effective work as a 
Patron, is given us in the fact that though the line wavered, it 
never faltered; though the standard bearer fell, the ensign did not 
fall. The hand was not cold, ere other hands, faithful. Brave and 
true, took up the work. This is the best evidence of his worth. 

Our lives are not measured, neither are they bounded by time. 
The influences of his life are imprinted upon the life of this nation. 
Whenever Patrons point the hand upward, indicating an abiding 
faith in God, the principles of Put Darden's life corroborates his 
faith in man. Whenever Patrons from retrospection or a looking 
out into the future, indicate the hope they have in and for 
humanity; the faithful zeal, the untiring devotion of Put Darden 
shows his hope in and for the order. Whenever Patrons extend 
the hand of charity, helping the fatherless and the widow, the 
knowledge that Put Darden gave time, money and his life, (for he 
died in the harness,) shows how lavish he was in the giving of his 
all. Whenever the hand is laid upon the heart indicative of a 
Patron's fidelity, the knowledge that Put Darden died at his post 
showed his loyalty to the Order that he loved. He stood at the 
apex of life, in all the glor^^ of manhood. His sun had cast no 
backward shadows, wiUi mm it was high noon. All the energies 
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of his life had been ffiven, and the Master said, '*It is enough; 
come up higher." He lived well, he died well. 

In our own State, men and women have fallen. To-day we 
miss the faces of Bro. and Sister Hill. They have long stood in 
our ranks as the old ^uard, faithful and tried, lovel^r and pleasant. 
In their lives and their deaths they were not long divided. 

Another honored member of the Order, an ex-member of the 
Executive Committee of the State Grange, has also passed over— 
Bro. Devine. Able and efficient was Bro. Devine. He was well 
and widely known, occupying many positions of honor and trust, 
discharging the duties of his office with fidelity. To his memory 
we will pay a tribute. A faithful Patron, an honored man gone 
home. 

Mary A. Mayo, 
Mrs. O. M. Sykes, 
Mrs. J. C. Gould, 

Committee, 

Eeceived and unanimously adopted by a rising vote. 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS. ' 

A Brother offered the following resolution from the West 
Michigan Farmer's Club: 

Resolved^ That we ask the legislature of Michigan to appropri- 
ate the sum of 85,000 for 1889 and $8,000 for 1890 for the increase 
of the number of Farmer's Institutes throughout the State to be 
expended by the Board of Agriculture and that the secretary send 
copies to the several Grange and social societies throughout the 
State and ask their aid in the passage of such an appropriation. 

Eesolution received and on motion laid on the table. 
Eegular order of business taken up. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Sister Elam Warner, chairman of the Committee on 

Good of the Order, made partial report as follows : 

Worthy Master and Members of the Michigan State Ghrange : 

Your committee on Good of the Order, to whom was referred 
numerous petitions and resolutions relating to certain changes in 
the laws of the State, have had the same under consideration and 
would refer back for the action of this body, the resolution from 
St. Joseph County Grange in relation to the reduction of railroad 
fare to two cents per mile; the petition from Forest Grange, No, 
362, in relation to the time of holding the annual township meet- 
ing; the resolutions from Adams Grange, No. 286, from Grand 
Ledge Grange, No. 301, and the resolution of W. A. Lott, all of 
which relate to taxation, and the resolution of Hiram Andrews, of 
Orion, relating to the establishment of a business agency in De- 
troit; also the resolution of B. O. Ackmoody, of Pioneer Grange, 
No. 431, relating to County and Subordinate Granges, instructing 
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voters to attend caucuses and nominating conventioiis, and your 
committee would ask for further time to complete report. 

Mrs. Lottie M. Warner, 
Mrs. Lucina Lemon, 
Mrs. N. K. Patton, 
Mrs. W. R. Surrine, 
Mrs. E. V. E. Pratt, 
Bro. Calvert, 
J. J. Bennett, 

Committee. 

1st. Eesolution relating to E. E. fares adopted. 

2nd. Eesolution relating township meeting tabled. 

3rd. Eesolution relating to taxation, adopted. 

4th. Eesolution relating to business agency, tabled. 

5th. Eesolution relating to attending caucuses, tabled. 

6th. Eesolution relating to the appointment of a Legis- 
lation Committee, referred to the Executive Committee. 

Bro. Hewett, Chairman of Committee on Education read 
the following report : 
To the Master and Members of tTie Michigan State Ghrange : 

Your Committee on Education would respectfully submit the 
following report : 

1st. Having under consideration that portion of the re- 
ports of the Worthy Master and Lady Assistant Steward relating 
to Gran&^e reading circles, we most heartily concur in the views 
that such circles cannot fail to be of immense benefit to the Order, 
and in the recommendation that more work be done in the line of 
organizing such circles. We would further recommend the con- 
tinuance of a committee charged with this special duty. 

2nd. Having considered the resolution of Sister Mayo, 
favoring the placing of a woman on the county school examining 
committee, we recommend its adoption. 

3rd. Having considered the resolution of Traverse District 
Grange. No. 17, urging the repeal of the law authorizing the Secre- 
tary or County Board of School Examiners to visit schools, 
recommend in lieu of the same, a law transfering the duty of 
visiting schools from the Secretary of County Examiners to the 
Chairman of the township inspectors. 

4th. Having considered the resolutions of Traverse District 
Grange, Grove Grange, and Fremont Center Granges, and the 
recommendation of the Worthy Gate-keeper relative to a uniform 
system of text boojss, and the publication of such books by the 
State; your Committee recommend the following as a substistute: 

Resolved^ that the Legislature should provide a uniform sys- 
tem of text books for use in the schools of this State. 

Having considered the resolution of Traverse District Grange, 
No. 17, and of Bro. E. V. E. Pratt opposing, and of Bro. Earl H. 
Dresser and of Bro. A. P. Gray, favoring a change from the dis- 
trict to the township unit system of school government, beg leave 
to say: 

The proposed change was first suggested by the teachers, and 
has been a subject of study by them ever since, with the result that 
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they are to-day practically unanimous in their advocacy of the 
township system. In the investigation of this question, your 
committee has acted in the capacity of a jury, carefully examining 
all the evidence obtained and oasis its recommendations solely upon 
the evidence. 

Some of the principal facts forming the basis of our recom- 
mendation we have collected and herewith present to the Grange 
without comment. 

The primary school interest fund is distributed on the basis of 
the number of children of school age, the obvious intention being 
to afford to all equal privileges; in practice it is found that in the 
wealthy and liberal districts ten months school are had, while in 
the poorer and more parsimonious districts, only three months 
schooling is furnished. In 1883-4, sixty-eight districts in the State, 
with 1,000 children, had no school whatever; one hundred and 
sixty-nine. districts, with 3,000 chiUlren, had but three months, and 
100,000 children were in districts that maintained school less than 
the average number of months that school was taught in the coun- 
try districts of the State. Evidently all the children of the State 
did not have equal school privileges during that year. 

Relative to the tenure of office of teachers we find that in 1886 
Calhoun county required 158 teachers, and employed 342, that the 
average length of school in each district for the year "was 8.4 
months; and that each teacher employed taught an average of 
3.8 months. In Ingham county the number required in these 
schools was 126, the number employed 290. An average of 8.3 
months school in each district during the year, and 3.o months 
taught by each teacher employed. This gives an average of two 
teachers in every school during the year, and three in about one- 
third of them. The ratio of the number required to the number 
employed is about the same as this throughout the state, the tenure 
being longer in the newer than in the older counties Compare 
this tenure of position in Michigan with that of teachers in those 
States that have the township district. In Michigan in 1885-6 the 
number of teachers required to supply the county schools was 
6,511. The number employed was 12,046. In Massachusetts the 
number required was 8,275. Employed, 9,670. In Indiana, re- 
quired, 9,000. Employed 9,500. It will be seen that in Michigan 
during the average eight months taught in each of the country 
districts, there were two teachers for nearly every school, while in 
the other states referred to but few of the schools employed more 
than one. 

Relative to the cost of the present system we find that the 
average cost per capita in the country schools of this state for eight 
months' schooling is $8.50. In Oakland county five districts with 
thirty pupils had three months' school, with an average cost of 
^^.70 per month for each pupil enrolled, or $29.60 per capita for 
eight months. Six districts had four months school, with an en- 
rollment of seventy scholars, at an average cost of $20 a pupil for 
eight months. Crawford county had two districts with a census 
and enrollment of eight children, at an average cost of $80 per 
capita for eight months. Another district in the same county had 
eleven months* school and enrolled seven pupils. The average 
cost per capita for eight months was $52. 

These cases, it is said, are not peculiar to the counties named. 
A similar showing might be made from nearly every county in the 
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In 1886-7 the statistics show that there were two hundred and 
fifty-four districts in fifty-eiffht different counties, enrolling less 
than ten pupils each, and with a total expenditure of $59,219. The 
average enrollment for each school was six and a fraction; the 
number of months taught, five; and the amount of money expend- 
ed by each district, averaged S233. This gives a cost of $7.75 per 
month for each child enrolled in these schools, or $62 per capita for 
eight months. Sixty-two dollars per capita in these districts 
with less than ten pupils each, as compared with $8.50 per capita, 
the average expense m all the country schools of the State. 

Relative to the distance scholars will have to go to attend 
school, we do not see as it can be materially worse under the pro- 
posed than under the present system, unless in the case of very 
small schools which might have to be closed and the children con- 
i^eyed to other schools. A distinguished teacher estimates that 
the money saved by the closing of such schools would amply pro- 
vide for carrying the children to much better ones. Means for con- 
veying pupils to school have been provided in some of the New 
England States and the plan has proved satisfactory. 

The foregoing figures are mainly compiled from the reports to 
our Superintendent of Public Instruction. Relative to the actual 
workings of the township system, we make the following extracts 
from reports of State Superintendents in States where the plan has 
been adopted. New Hampshire, at the end of one year,. makes 
this showing: Though the sum paid to teachers is $10,328 less 
than last year, the average length of the schools has been two 
weeks more. There has been a more equitable distribution of edu- 
cational opportunities than formerly, and as a rule, better teachers 
have been employed. In this State there was a reduction of fifteen 
per cent, in the number of districts. 

In Maine, the township system has been adopted in ninety-two 
towns. State Superintendent Luce, in his report for 1886, says: 
** All experienc e goes to prove beyond possibility of disproof, that 
schools managed on the town plan are more economically managed, 
and are in every way more efficient than those managed on the dis- 
trict plan." 

Vermont has thirty townships organized into districts. Fol- 
lowing are what some of the chairmen of directors reported to the 
State Superintendent for 1886. Bolton township, after six years' 
experience, reports: "We like it; our schools are better, it costs less 
to support them, buildings are kept in better condition, and every- 
body is satisfied." Mlddletown adopted the plan in 1873, and re- 
ports as follows: "Under the district system had an average of 
twenty-two weeks* school. Now there are thirty four weeks. 
School-houses are infinitely better in every respect, and the schools 
are one hundred per cent, better." Stamford reports: "Schools are 
the same length and cost ninety cents per week less than before 
the change." Out of thirty towns reporting, only three directors 
stated that there was any dissatisfaction with the plan, while 
nearly every other officer reported the system as satisfactory and 
the schools much improved. 

Commissioner T. P. Stockwell, of Rhode Island, says: " So far 
as the towns have chanffed, the people are thoroughly satisfied that 
they fet better schools for less money. I do not believe that there 
is a single advantage to be gained by the so-called district system, 
as a system." 

Justus Dart, Supt. of Education of Vermont, writes as follows: 
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*' There are in Vermont thirty towns now using this system and it 
is working well. The old district system has served its day and 
should be now made to give place to a better. This town system 
is right in the line of progress and it cannot be stopped" 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction informs your com- 
mittee that of the whole number of townships that have adopted 
the township system, only one has given it up and returned to the 
district system. This township was divided by a mountain. 

You will notice that the evidence thus far presented is fur- 
nished by persons engaged in school work. Let us now turn to the 
Grange in States where the township system has been adopted and 
learn from it whether or not the system meets the approval of 
farmers. A Patron in this State, Nov. 17, 1888, addressed the fol- 
lowing to the master or secretary of ten State Granges: 

Dear Sir and Brother.— The teachers of this State are 
movinj^ to secure a township system of school government. I en- 
close circular issued by our Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
setting forth objections to the present and benefits claimed for the 
proposed system. As the proposed change is almost certain to 
come up for discussion in our State Grange, which meets the sec- 
ond Tuesday of December, I would like such information as you 
may be able to give as to the working of the township system in 
your State. I would like especially to learn if the benefits claimed 
in the circular are warranted by the test of experience; also, 
whether the township s^^stem is satisfactory or not to farmers and 
others in the rural districts. 

A brief statement of general facts will be sufiicient to enable 
us to judge whether the proposed system is likely to prove more 
satisfactory to our farming population than the district system we 
have now. 

ROBERT L. HEWITT, Secretary, 

To the foregoingletter, eight replies have been received. Of 
these, six favor the system prepared for this State. Indiana alope 
condemns the system. In tnis state the schools of each township 
are practically under the control of one man, a condition that could 
not fail to create dissatisfaction. 

Your committee take the following from the replies received: 
Brother F. A. Allen, Secretary of the Maine State Grange, says: 
"We formerly worked under the old district system, but now 
nearly all our large towns and cities have adopted the town sys- 
tem. Our laws are such that each town or city can adopt the new 
system or not, just as the people wish. I have watehed the work- 
ings of our new system closely in this county and do not hesitate 
to say that it is an improvement on the old system, and I think it 
is gaining in favor with the smaller tewns, and each year sees 
more adopting the new system. Formerly the smaller districts 
were obliged to have short terms and poor teachers, now all fare 
alike. * * * in our State Grange two years affo, many ad- 
vocated a change in the law, so that each district would be obliged 
to adopt the new system, but the legislature decided not to change 
the law." 

Brother J. W. Murphy, Secretary of the Iowa State Grange, 
says he is decidedly in favor of the township system. He states 
that ten of the thirteen objections to the district system as pre- 
sented by Superintendent Estabrook are certainly true, and that 
seven of the benefits claimed by Prof. Estabrook are certainly cor- 
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rect and four others may be. In this State all the schools are or- 
ganized on the township plan. 

Brother J. N. Hale, Master of the Connecticut State Grange, 
says: " I am greatly pleased to know that Michigan is making a 
move in the right direction in the management of her schools, and 
more than pleased to know that the matter will be discussed in 
jrour State Grange next week. The consolidation of school districts 
mto one township district is optional with the towns in our State, 
made so four years ago, and about one-fourth of the towns in the 
State have adopted the township system greatly to their satisfac- 
tion. For the same amount of money they get better schools^ he- 
cause less nepotism in the selection of teachers and fewer changes." 

Your Committee have now presented evidence of the evils of 
the present system obtained from a study of the school statutes of v 
this State; also evidence of eminent educators, relative to the 
practical working of the township system in States where it has 
been adopted; and lastly the testimony of the most prominent 
Patrons m some of these States upon the same question. This 
evidence all points in one direction, in favor of the township, 
and against the district system of school government. When the 
two have been tried the views of Patrons coincide with the views 
df teachers, that the township is the better system. 

Your Committee wish to state frankly that no attention has 
been given to what may be termed the details of the township 
system. The sole aim has been to getting facts. We know that 
if a law can be framed that will give satisfactory results in other 
States, one can be for this State. From the evidence given the 
duty of your Committee is clear. It cannot recommend the adopt- 
ion of the first two resolutions read, opposing a change in our 
present system. To do so, would be to take for naught mcontro- 
vertable facts and figures, and to seek to throw the influence of 
this State Grange across the line of progress in school work. 

We recommend the adoption of the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, Believing that the efficiency of district schools 
might be greatly increased by proper Legislation, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this State Grange earnestly recommend the 
passage of a law, providing for the establishment of the Town- 
ship Unit System, of school government, so drafted, as to leave it 
optional with each township, to be decided by the electors at any 
annual township meeting, whether or not such system should be 
adopted in said Township. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Robert L. Hewitt, CJiairman. 

Mrs. O. M. Sikes, 

Wm. D. Babcock, 

Mrs. p. a. Passmore, 

Mrs. a. p. Gray, 

Melvin S. Smith, 

Mrs. E. O. Ladd. 

Report received and considered in sections : 

Ist. Recommendations relating to reading circles con- 
curred in. 



56 Michigan State Grange. 

2nd. Eecommendation relative to school examiners 
concurred in. 

3rd. Eecommendation relative to school law concurred 
in. 

4th. Becommendation relative to text books concurred 
in. 

5th. Before the recommendation relative to changing the 
school district to the township unit system was acted upon, 
Bro. Ladd offered as a substitute the following minority 
report. 

Worthy Master and Members of Michigan State Orange. 

Your Committee on Education respectfully beg leave to make 
the following minority report. We as members of this Committee 
on Education fully coincide in the report of the chairman, with the 
exceptioii of that part of the report which recommends a change 
from the present system of schools to a Township system. We 
have considered the different resolutions i)resented to the Commit^ 
tee on this subject mentioned in the chairman's report, with the 
following resolution offered by Brother E. V. E. Pratt: 

Resolved^ That the Michigan State Grange earnestly protests 
against changing the present system of school districts to that of a 
Township system. 

We therefore report this resolution back, with the recommend- 
ation that it be adopted. 

W. A. LOTT, 

Mrs. W. a. Lott. 

On motion, the substitute was laid on the table. The 
fifth recommendation was also laid on the table, and the report 
was then adopted. 

Moved to take recess till 1:30. 

Carried. 

Afternoon Session. 

On reassembling, the Worthy Master imparted the an- 
nual word to representatives present, and made rulings on 
questions brought up for his decision. 

Bro. Timms, chairman of Committee on By-Laws of State 
Grange, read his report as follows : 

Worthy Master and Members of the Michigan State Orange : 

Your committee on By-Laws of State Grange, respectfully re- 

gort that no reference has been made to any part thereof by this 
onorable body, to this committee, therefore we conclude the 
present by-laws meet the requirements of the Order at the present 
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time, and after a careful examination of the same, deem it inex- 
pedient to make any change. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

W. R. SlllRINE, 

Mrs. L. M. Holton, 
James E. Webb, 
Mrs. W. D. Babcock, 
Martin C. Bre^t, 
Mrs. a. W. Sherwood, 
Mrs. J. J. Murphy, 

Committee, 

Report received and on motion adopted. 
Bro. Bowling, chairman bf Committee on Agriculture, 
reported as follows : 

To the Master and Members of tJie Michigan State Grange : 

But few resolutions or work of a special character have been 
assigned to this committee, yet we feel that our work is of the ut- 
most importance. Our labors are in a field of unlimited extent, 
and we deem it otir duty to report upon a few of the most promi- 
nent points relating to agriculture, for your consideration. 

Believing, as we do, that education is not only the corner- 
stone of the republic, but that it also lies at the very foundation 
of our succe^ss as farmers, any means tending towards its advance- 
ment is most earnestly recommended. The Agricultural College 
of Michigan is doing a grand and noble work in this field. Its 
efforts in developing and preparing young mea for practical agri- 
culturists and influential citizens, are most highly appreciated. 

The bill now pending before the United States Senate, to make 
the Commissioner of Agriculture a member of the Cabinet, has 
passed the house by a good majority, but its rejection by the senate 
we most emphatically censure. Our interests demand that this 
bill be passed at the present session of Congress. 

We recommend the efforts of the Signal Service of the State 
and we believe that it is of great value to agriculture and that it 
can be made much more efficient. 

We have the satisfaction to report that several matters, which 
have, from time to time, been recommended by former committees, 
are now secured, and the farmers of the country are now receiving, 
the^ benefits. !Not the least of these is the experiment station. We 
desire to express our appreciation of the work at Grayling and 
other points. 

Otsego and the adjoining counties, north, east and west, in 
spite of the long winters, have peculiar natural advantages and are 
destined, in the near future, to become a fine agricultural district. 

The principal drawback in these counties is the apparent 
worthlessness of the soil in the region along the line of the Michi- 

fan Central Railroad, most of the way from Bay City to Gaylord. 
f it can be demonstrated by experiment that those sand plains, 
by any process or system of cropping, can be made to repay the 
labors of the husbandman, an incalculable benefit will be conferred 
on northern Michigan and upon the agriculture of the state in 
general. 

We recommend that the Master of the State Grange appoint 
some person of ability to attend the coming session of the legisla- 
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ture, whose business it shall be to look after our interests as 
recommended in the able report of the Worthy Overseer, and that 
suitable compensations be made for such services. 

The influence of trusts and combinations is detrimental to our 
interests and calculated to prey upon the products of the soil. 
Hence we, as farmers, denounce the whole scheme and will use 
our influence to have our representatives in Congress enact such 
laws as will effectually relieve us from this evil. 

As all classes of our people are affected by the adulteration of 
food, we ask for the enactment of a law forbidding such adultera- 
tions, with adequate penalties. 

We recommend that the tax law be so amended that each per 
son be taxed on the property he owns and no more. 

We respectfully ask that the appropriation for Farmer's Insti- 
tutes be increased from $600 to $2,000 yearly. 

Your committee has considered the resolution submitted to it, 
relative to an appropriation of $8,000 to provide for a new building 
for the use of the agricultural department of the college and re- 
commend its adoption. 

All of which is respectfully submitted for your consideraiion. 

P. H. DowLiNG, Chairman, 
Nathan Stover, 
Joseph Glasson, 
Elliott H. Angell, 
HosEA Cox, 
James Haley, 
Mrs. Edwin Fellows, 
Mrs. H. Andrews, 
Mrs. N. L. Parmeter, 

Committee, 

Eeport received and on motion adopted. 

Sister Gunnison, from Committee on Dormant Granges, 
made report as follows : 
Worthy Master and Fellow Patrons: 

This one feature, the Dormant Grange, is one of the greatest 
puzzles we have to encounter, especially to those who have the best 
mterests of the organization at heart, those who are stirring live 
Patrons, those who can plan and work. It is such as these that 
wonder most why we have these obstacles to encounter. When 
we are aware of the fact that the Grange is the only organization 
for the farmer, that has both a State and National reputation to 
back it, the ^eatest one whereby the tillers of the soil may better 
their condition, may become better citizens, better enabled to 
transact their own individual affairs and fit them to stand on an 
equal footing with their brothers and sisters of other vocations and 
not to be content to allow them to stand in advance of us. We 
feel assured that no Order can spring up to supercede the Patrons 
of Husbandry. If all would live up to the solemn obligations they 
take when they unite with this noble Order, there never could be 
such a thing heard of as a Dormant Grange to blot the record of 
our history. Now, why do we have Dormant Granges? There is 
in every hive drones, and every Grange can be likened to a hive, 
the more drones in a Grange hive, the greater its downward ten- 
dency. If we should elect for our Master a drone, the result must 
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necessarily be any thing but prosperity. The other officers will 
catch the spirit and there will be a gradual falling off that will 
eventually work ruin. The master oeing the highest officer, look 
well to it that you get a live, energetic Patrqn to fill this position. 
We recommend educating the young m3mbers by giving them offi- ' 
ci^ position all along the line, with the exception of tne Master. 
That chair should be filled by an experienced and a more aged 
member, unless you have an unnsually bright and energetic young 
man or woman who will creditably fill this position. One other 
element we should strive against is, never to allow opposing parties 
in entertainments or general Grange work. They will naturally work 
agiainst one another, and, according to the old saying, the large fish 
will eat up the small ones, and the tendency will oe to work ruin. It 
is better to compromise even though you may have^to give up some 
pet idea. We recommend for the method of reviving dormant 
Granges a good stiiTing lecture from some live, energetic Patron, 
have it well advertised and not be content with one, if the desired 
results are not reached, but try, try again. We think this work 
should be the work mainly of Pomona Granges and they should 
also plan their meetings as near these desert placed as possible. It 
is the mission of our seperate Granges to benefit otie another, so it 
is with Pomona Granges and as they occupy a broader field of 
labor they can better reach these places. We should always exer- 
cise charity, we are each day sowing seed either for good or evil, 
which sooner or later will bear fruitage according to its cultivation 
and growth. 

**We reap oarselyes the Joy and fear, 
Of which this comlDg life is made, 
And fill our future atmosphere 
With sunshine or with shade. 

The tissues of the life to be. 
We weave in colors all our own, 
And in the field of destiny. 
We reap what we have sown.*' 

In every dormant Grange there is still left sparks which only 
need re-kindling to make bright ^nd shining lights and the more 
they are kept together the brighter they are, scatter them and 
they become cold and lifeless. 

All of which the Committee respectfully submit. 

Mrs. Amanda Gunnison, 
Lewis G. Lemmon, 
James Cousins, 
Benjamin D. Ackmoody, 
Mrs. D. D. Cook, 
Miis. D. H. English, 
Delia B. Fiske. 

Report received and unaimously adopted. 
Bro. W.T. Adams, chairman of Committee on Legislative 
Action, made the following report : 

Your Committee on Legislative Action have had a large amount 
of matter referred to them, to the consideration of which we have 
giv^n our best attention under the circumstances surrounding us. 

Therein and herewith we report the resolutions and papers re- 
ferred to us with our action. 

A resolution referred to your committee from St. Joseph 
County Grange reads as follows: « 
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1. Resolved, That St. Joseph County Grange, No. 4, use its influ- 
ence to prevent the enacting of any law having for its object the 
repealing of our present school system and substituting therefor a 
law making each township a unit district. 

Your Committee placing a hi^h estimate upon the educational 
advantages of our state, deem it inexpedient to change from our 
present system to one the practical workings of whicn we know 
but little, and we recommend the adoption of the resolution. 

Your committee further recomtnend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Whereas, The present statuatory law relating to the trans- 
mission of messages by telegraph and telephone companies does 
not afford the public sufficient protection; Therefore, be it 

2: Resolved, That the 'Michigan State Grange, through the proper 
channel, ask the next State Legislature to pass a law making all 
telegraph and telephone companies doing ousiness in this State, 
common carriers, and as such liable for all damages for failure or 
neglect in properly transmitting or delivering messages. 

We further report the following from Forest Grange, No, 362, 
Mecosta County: 

3. Resolved, That the game laws relating to the killing of game 
in Michigan are unjust and unfair to the average laboring indi- 
vidual; Therefore, 

Resolved, That we ask that the time be extended one month, 
and that this body take such action as shall bring this before our 
legislative bodies. Your committee are of the opinion the resolu- 
tion should be adopted. 

The following resolution from Centerville Grange is referred 
. back without recommendations: 

4. "Be it Resolved, That the constitution of the United States be 
so changed that the president, vice-president and senators be elect- 
ed by the popular vote." 

The following in regard to taxation of mortgages: 
Whereas, At the last session of the legislature, a law was 

passed to tax mortgages. The real estate on which the mortgage 

IS placed is also taxed; Therefore, 

5. Resolved, That real estate having a mortgage thereon, that the 
amount of mortgage be deducted by the supervisor in taking the 

' assessment. Your committee realizing the manifest injustice of 
our present tax law, recommend that our next legislature be peti- 
tioned to so amend our tax law that the people will not be assessed 
and required to pay taxes on their indebtedness on real estate: 

6. Resolved, That the railroads of this state should be compelled 
by law to sell thousand mile tickets good over any road in this 
State at a rate not exceeding two cents per mile. 

Your committee recommend that the resolution do not pass as 
we believe it to be an unjust discrimination in favor of those who 
travel most and are the best able to pay usual rates, and further, 
we believe that with the present development of the railroad sys- 
tem in our State, that we are justified in asking and that the inter- 
ests of the people demand a uniform rate over all lines of road in 
our State not to exceed two cents per mile, and that such action 
should be taken by this body as will bring this matter properly be- 
fore our next legislature. 

7. Resolved, By Gratiot Pomona Grange, No. 36, that the law 
creating the board of review should be repealed, and that the State 
Grange be requested to»f umish blank petitions to the Subordinate 
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Granges^ for signatures to be presented to the next legislature ask- 
ing for the repeal of said law. Your committee recommend the 
adoption of the same. 

Lansing, Mich., December, 1888. 
To tJie State Orange of Michigan: 

8. Resolved, That this Grange petition the legislature of this 
State to enact a law to compel the flouring mill owners to take toll 
instead of making the exchange, and thereby evade the law fixing 
tolls for grinding grain. 

Your committee have no practical solution of this question, 
but are ready to endorse any feasible plan to relieve ourselves from 
these unjust exactions, and recommend the adoption of the resolu- 
ion. 

9. Resolved, By Traverse District Grange, No. 17, that we urge 
that the time for collecting taxes be extended to March 1, and that 
the township treasurer be allowed a fee of one per cent up to Febu- 
ary 1. Your committee return this resolution without recom- 
mendation. 

Whereas, The use of barbed wire is dangerous to stock: 
therefore, 

10. Resolved, That we demand that the fence law be so amended 
that it cannot be used for railroad, line or partition fence except 
by consent of all parties interested. Your committee recommend 
its adoption. 

11. Resolved, By Branch County Pomona Grange, that the State 
Grange be requested to take such action as may tend to secure 
sundry appropriations and legislation by the next legislature by 
means of which the various counties of this State shall be assisted 
in holding Farmer's Institutes annually. Your committee do not 
recommend the adoption of this resolution, hoping to secure the 
same benefits through our County and Subordinate Granges, with- 
out the aid of special appropriations or legislation. 

12. " Resolved, That the creation of so-called trusts be made a 
felony." The committee recommend the adoption of this resolu- 
tion. 

Centerville, Dec. 6, 1888. 
We, the members of St. Joseph County Grange, No. 4, believ- 
ing that a constitutional local option law would be of universal 
benefit to the people of Michigan, therefore, 

13. Resolved, That we ask or petition the legislature of 1889 to 
pass a constitutional local option law. Kecommended by your 
committee for adoption. 

14. Resolved, That the State Grange ask the legislature to so 
amend the interest* laws of the State as shall make it usery to col- 
lect more than the legal rate of interest, either directly or indirect- 
ly by discount or commission. Your committee consider the reso- 
lution a just and equitable measure for the protection of the debtor 
class and recommend its adoption. 

15. '* Resolved, That the principle of the short haul section of the 
inter-state commerce act should be incorporated into a state statue 
so as to be applicable to railroads wholly within this State." Your 
committee suomit this resolution without recommendation, as it is 
a question whether in some cases this might not seem arbitrary, as 
the expense of handling might exceed the usual rates of transpor- 
tation. 

To the Members of Michigan State Grange, P. of H.: 

16. Resolved, That we ask our next legislature to so amend our 
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present drain law by leaving it optional with each county to bor- 
row money for the construction of drains within their jurisdiction 
for a period of years, to be Ievi«d and paid bv those benefitted, in 
annual installments; also the present method of obtaining the 
right of way is complicated and needs legislative action. Submit- 
ted without recommendation. 

The following resolutions were offered by J. C. Dougherty: 

17. Resolved, That we recommend that taxation be equalized, and 
all existing laws that tend to favor classes be repealed. 

18. Resolved, 'J'hat we recommend that postal banks be organized 
in every county in the union. 

19. Resolved, That in any readjustment of the tariff, the rights of 
agriculture be respected. Signed, J. C. Dougherty, The commit- 
tee recommend their adoption. 

To the Worthy Master and Members of Newaygo County Pomona 

Gi*ange, No. 11 : 

20. Your committee to whom was referred the question of "Com- 
binations" and "Trusts," have taken the subject matter under con- 
sideration, and respectfully submit the following for your consid- 
eration: 

Resolved, That the "Combinations" and "Trusts" that have 
covered our fair land like the locusts of Egypt, are offenses against 
the best interests of society and should be prohibited by law. 

Resolved, That in its practical effects, the "Trust is as much 
a conspiracy as the "Boycott," that it is disastrous alike to agricul- 
ture and to labor in all its branches, and that immediate special 
effective legislation is required. 

Resolved, That we ask our delegates from this county to me- 
moralize the State Grange in relation to these "Trusts" and "Com- 
binations," and ask them in their wisdom to devise some means, 
either to properly regulate, or wholly suppress the extortionate 
power by which they are at present enabled to deprive industry 
of its just rewards. 

M. W. Scott, 
L. F. Keeney, 
A. O. White, 

Committee, 

The committee recommend the adoption of these resolutions. 

Resolved, By Hesperia Grange^ No. 495, that we heartily con- 
cur in the spirit of the resolution adopted by Pomona Grange, No, 
11, relative to the combinations of capital, known as "trusts." 

Resolved, That this new form of "giant monopoly" should be 
effectually and speedily suppressed by law; and that' the Grange, 
in its local, as well as State and National organizations, should use 
every honorable means to secure the legislation necessary for their 
suppresion. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be placed in the 
hands of the delegates from this county, and that they be request- 
ed to urge the importance of definite and decisive action by the 
State Grange at its session in December next. Your committee 
recommend the adoption of these resolutions. 

Your committee invite the earnest and thoughtful attention 
of this State Grange to that portion of the Secretary's report call- 
ing our attention to the fact that very much of our work at these 
sessions in presenting matters requiring legislative action, is lost, 
from the fact that the work is not properly carried out in the pres- 
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entation of these matters before our legrislative bodies. It is plain 
that we may resolve and re-resolve without avail. To secure the 
desired result, we must press the matter to a final issue. Your 
committee desire to call the attention of the Executive Committee 
of this Grange to the suggestions contained in that portion of the 
Secretary's report, referring to compensation and duties of a legis- 
lative committee, and hope they may perfect some plap at once to 
bring all matters presented and endorsed by this Grange for legis- 
lative action before that body at its next session. That portion of 
the Worthy Master's address referring to Trusts, directs our atten- 
tion to the encroachments of a grasping and insiduous foe, whose 
exactions are hourly becoming more and more oppressive, demand- 
ing tribute of all and every interest of the people to gratify its in- 
satiate love of gain— robbing the many to enrich the few. Our in- 
terest centers in the masses and we deny the right of any man or 
set of men to gamble in the essential elements of life, creating 
speculative and exorbitant prices; and further that it should be 
•the privilege secured to all to purchase in open market any article 
desired, the price to be governed solely by the law of supply and 
demand. In this hour of peril it becomes us, as well as all lovers 
of justice and equity, and all who take an interest in the develop 
ment of the industrial interests of our land, to be up and doing 
With a force and power that shall make itself felt without abate- 
ment till relief is obtained, and a position of safety secured. If we 
fail to do this, we are recreant to duty and will be humiliated and 
dishonored by seeing this fair fabric of self government based 
upon the broad and generous principles of constitutional liberty 
and justice, stranded and wrecked upon the shoals of oppression 
and injustice. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Wm. T. Adams, 

D. H. English, 

E. Stouffer, 
N. K. Potter, 
Thos. E. Coony, 
Elbridge Franklin, 
A. M. Wells, 
KiCHARD Nugent, 
Mrs* R. Nugent, 
Henry J. Hall, 

Committee, 

Eeport received and considered by sections as num- 
bered. 

Sec. 1. Relating to school system. Tabled. 

Sec. 2. Relating to telegraph and telephone. Concurred 
in. 

Sec. 3. Relating to game laws. Concurred in. 

Sec. 4. Relating to elections. Tabled. 

Sec. 5. Relating to taxation. Concurred in. 

Sec. 6. Relating to railroad tickets. Recommendation 

concurred in. 
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Eelating to boards of review. Concurred in. 
Relating to mill owners taking toll. Concurred 

Eelating to time for collecting taxes. Tabled. 
Relating to barbed wire fence. Tabled. 
Relating to Farmer's Institutes. Tabled. 
Relating to trusts. Adopted. 
Relating to local option. Adopted by rising 

Relating to interest laws. Concurred in. 

Relating to inter-state commerce. Concurred in. 

Relating to drain laws. Tabled. 

Relating to taxation. Adopted. 

Relating to postal banks. Adopted. 

Relating to tariff. Adopted. 

Resolution from Newago County Pomona 
Grange. Concurred in. 

Report as amended adopted. 

Sister Adams, Chairman of Committee on Pomona 
Granges made report as follows : 

Your Committee on Pomona Granges submit the following 
report: 

How can we advance the highest interest of the Grange and 
secure the greatest benefits to our Order? is a question that sug- 
gests itself very often to the true Patron and one which your Com- 
mittee in its endeavor to solve offer the following suggestions, 
hoping they may meet your approval. Our remarks may not be 
confined as closely to the Pomona Grange as you would wish, but 
what is of interest to one Grange is to all, from the Subordinate to 
the National Grange. **Are we not members of one body?" The 
good of the whole Grange can be promoted only by advancing the 
good of each member comprising it. 

Have a definite time and place of meeting and elect such 
members to office as will be prompt as to time and attendance and 
be most faithful in the performance of duty. Elect members to 
the office that they are adapted to fill the best, and not elect as 
Master a man who would make a good Gate keeper or vice versa. 
For Lecturer, choose a good talker and one who will be thorough 
in his work. We would especially call attention to Article 12, 
Section 11, in State Grange By-Laws^ which says, "It shall be the 
duty of the Lecturer of County or District Granges to visit each 
Subordinate Grange in his 'jurisdiction, at least once each year, and 
exemplify and explain the unwritten work of the Order, and give 
such instructions in the written work as, in his judgment, he shall 
think best suited to its wants and the wants of our Order, and 
shall report all troubles and grievances that mav exist under his 
jurisdiction, to the County or District Grange, and he may adjust 
the same, if possible. He shall receive such compensation for said 
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services as the Grange m^^y direct, to be paid from tlie Treasury." 
The latter clause we deem of importance. With mauv farmers 
their labor is their capital and though thejr have the best interests 
of the Grange at heart and could do effective work, can not afford 
to do it gratuitously. Select the officers from different parts of the 
county, thereby giving more general satisfaction; and call on 
different members to speak and write and get more new ideas. Do 
not fall into a rut and think there are only a certain few who can 
fill the offices and act on committees^ Bnng out the undeveloped, 
talent. The diamonds have not all been found and polished yet, 
the rarest jewels will bear the hardest grinding and may be the 
deepest, so search them out and put them, to the test, and when 
they have done their best, if it is s, failure the first time, it will not 
be the second. If every member will make it a rule to never make 
excuses, the Grange will become perpetual. Have meetings if 
possible every month. At the first meeting in the year locate the 
places of meeting for the year. Have the evening meetings public 
and have interesting programs prepared. Have some subject of 
general interest for discussion and invite those outside the Order 
to take a part. The County Grange Lecturer can leave it with the 
Subordinate Grange where the County Grange meets to furnish 
the program for the evening entertainment, if desirable; or follow 
the plan of the National Grange and furnish the program quarterly; 
have them published in the Grange Visitor and try and increase 
its circulation, we think that though the Pom6na Grange we 
should secure greater pecuniary benefits than we have, and that 
Patrons should try ana co-operate with other farmers to put down 
milling and other trusts and active to encourage Legislative 
petitions against the same. 

We suggest that the one, whom we wish to recommend to the 
Worthy Master of the State Grange, to appoint as Deputy Lect- 
urer, be choosen by ballotv 

There should be some way to enforce the pa;jrment of dues in 
the Pomona Grange, and we would suggest that it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of each Subordinate Grange to keep a list of the 
members of each Grange who join the Pomona Grange, and im- 
mediately after the death, suspension, or expulsion of a member of 
their Grange who. held membership in tne County Grange, to 
notify the Secretary of the County Grange of said fact, that the 
name of such member may be stricken from the roll. We recom- 
mend that it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the County 
Grange, thirty days prior to the annual meeting of his Grange, to 
notify all members who are in arrears for dues for more than 
eleven months; and any member being so notified who shall neglect 
to pay his or her dues within the next six months, will have caused 
his own suspension and shall be dropped from the roll. Should 
the Secretary of the County Grange wilfully neglect this part of 
his duty, his office may be declared vacant. We feel the neces- 
sity of such action, for a dead weight will in time kill the Grange 
which tries to carry it. We would recommend that all fourth 
degree members in good standing, especially the young, be invited 
to visit the Pomona Grange and take a part in its exercises. If 
they are too timid to respond at first: do not consider you have 
done your whole duty. They are not with you just to be looked at 
and never invited again, but take pains to make them feel at 
home. Try and keep the young hearts happy. It is our great 
desiie that the young should become interested in.t^e Grange, that 
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they may take our places when we are "cjQlfed to lay down our im 
plements on earth. 

The contest plan has proved so beneficial to the Grange we 
hope it may be continued and be another means to develop the 
talent of 'the young. Teach children self-reliance, not by remov- 
ing every obstacle- before them; they can no more biecome strong 
to fight life's battlea than the body can acquire strength by never 
taxing the muscles; there must be exertion to develop the mind 
as well as the body; teach them to use their own judgment, in fact 
try and give them the discipline that will bring their common 
^lise to the surf ape th)at it may be improved by experience and 
observation. There are diversities of gifts and places for all to 
fill. 

Visiting other Granges should be encouraged; the Grange 
is one of our best educators, and is a powet for good, broadening 
the lives of its members; educating them in both heart and mind; 
giving them social culture and financial benefits that f armeirs and 
their wives can secure in no other way. The most of us are past 
the drill of the school room and must learn life's lessons in other 

S laces. If '^the propel* Study of mankind is man," where can we 
nd a better place to study humanity in all its phases than in the 
Grange ? For we all have more or le&s human natilre, aiid when w6 
realize that we h^ve more rather than less, we exclaim as did 
Gideon Benitt, "We're all poor critters." We learn in the Grange 
to settle our differences by arbitration instead of the Courts. 

The person of impetuous temper learns t6 exercise such con- 
trol over himself that he can not only talk mildly on all subjects 
but listen patiently and courteously to the member Who differs 
from him. The naturally selfish person learns to rejoice in 
another's prosperity. No one can come within the sacred influences 
of the Grange and live up to the noble precepts 'of our Order with- 
out receiving benefit. Our actions in the Grange must be just and 
conform to the Divine teachings if we secure its highest pros- 
perity. 

Mrs. Wm. T. Adams, 
f^ Mrs. Hanes Case, 

Mrs. T. W. Ernest, 

MrS.MARY A.BURRUS, 

Mrs. Jos. Smith. 
Mrs. S. E. Lee, 
- Mrs. A. T. Stark, 

J. J. MtTRPHY, 

E. I. T. Pratt, 
S. E. Lee. 

Sister Elam Warner, chairman of Committee on Good of 
the Order, made report : / 

1. Your Committee on Good of the Order would further re- 
port that they have had the several petitions under consideration, 
asking for a change in the ritualistic work of the Order, whereby 
the ceremony may be condensed, and would recommend, that inas- 
much as anew ritual in which the degrees are conferred on both 
sexes together, is in prints it would be fpr the best interest of the 
Order to test the new one before advising any further change. 

2. *And, as a diversity of opinion exists among members re- 
arding the admission fee of applicants for membership, your com- 
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mittee would recommend that the Subordinate Grange fee for gen- 
tlemen applicants be $2.00, and for lady applicants 1^1.00, also that 
the State Grange fee for gentlemen be reduced to 50 cents and for 
ladies to 25 cents. 

3. Your committee in speaking of our "Grange Visitor" would 
recommend its support, as it gives unmistakable sound in opposi- 
tion to monopolies and patent right swindles, and that it should be 
in the home of every Patron in our State with market reports. 

' The field is broad, and there is no seeming end to the many 
good things tlmt might be recommended by your committee as 
they are suggested by reports of the officers of this Grange, a few 
of which we cannot pass without reference thereto. . 

4. The contest plan has been fruitful in its results, and should 
be continued in some form, as the wisdom of each Grange may 
suggest. 

5. Eeference has been made to the benefit resulting from 
close observation of the yules laid down in the Order, and your 
committee would recommend that the admonition be heeded. 

6. The attention of delegates is called to the importance of 
the entire discharge of their duty in visiting the several Granges 
and reporting the'proceedings of this session of the State Grange. 

7. The weather Signal Service should also receive the hearty 
support of Patrons. 

8. Too many good words cannot be said in favor of arranging 
and economizi^g work in our lecture .field. 

9. Allusion has been made to the importance of holding 
Farmer's Institutes in every county in the State, and we would re- 
commend that the Patrons organize an Institute in every county, 
as. a feature of Grange work, and utilize home talent, thereby ele- 
vating and educating the American farmer according to the noble 
principles of our Order. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Mrs. Lottie M. Warner, 
L. Lucina Lemon, 
J. J, Bennett, 
Bro. Calvert. 
Mrs. N. K. Potter, 
Mrs. W. R. Sirrine, 
Mrs. J:. V. E. Pratt, 

Committee, 

On motion, the several recomhiendations were considered 

separately. 

• First recommendation, adopted. 

Second recomnxendation, tabled. 

Third recommendation, concurred in. 

Fourth recommendation, concurred in. 

Fifth recommendation, concurred in. 

Si^tth recommendation, concurred in. 

Seventh 'recommendation, concurred in. 

JBiighth recommendation, concurred in. 

Ninth recommendation, concurred in. 

The report, as amended, was on motion adopted. 
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Bro. A. P. Gray, chairman of Committee on Co-opera- 
tion, made report as follows: 

Your Committee on Co-operation beg leave to report that they 
have had under condideration the resolutions presented bv St. 
Joseph County Grange, No. 4, and A. W. Camptield of Grove 
Grange, No. 528, asking the State Grange of Michigan to impose a 
duty upon the Executive Committee of the State Granj^e of 
making arrangements with manufacturers of agricultural imple- 
ments, whereby their goods may be puchased at wholesale and that 
Patrons be notified of their action through the Secsetary's office. 
Your committee recommend the adoption of these resolutions. 

Your committee also recommend that Patrons endeavor to 
carry out the idea of co-operation in a broader sense than hereto- 
fore, by creating a feeling of harmony rather than one of antagon- 
ism between the local dealer and members of the Order. 

And we would particularly advise that Patrons should never 
boast of having sent to other places for goods, but do it quietly, 
when necessary, and in a friendly and charitable spirit. 

Your committee cannot recommend co-operative stores, in 
view of the experience qf others in the past, neither do we deem it 
expedient to enter into co-operative associations, for the sake of 
the profits expected to accrue therefrom, and only where through 
self-defence it seems to be necessary. 

The letter condition appears in our judgment to be the case in 
regard to converting our wheat into flour, since all the principal 
millers have joined the gigantic monopoly, called the Flour Trust. 
It will probably be necessary, and in most cases profitable, to form 
joint stock companies and build, own and operate our own mills^ 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A. P. Gray, 
Joseph Smith, 
Mrs. S. a. Cady, 
Mrs. F. G. Totten, 
Peter Holly, 
Dr. Willey, 
Mrs. Lorex Day, 

Committee, 
Beport received and on motion adopted. 

By unanimous consent Bro. Stark offered the following 

resolution : , 

Resolved^ That this Grange present the name of Hon. J. J. 
Woodman for the position of Commissioner of Agriculture and 
that Michigan Erepresentatives in Contrress be requested to urge his 
appointment, as we believe in -his hands the interests of agricmture 
would receive careful and just consideration. 

Adopted. 

Bro. J. D. W. Fisk, chairman of Committee on Transpor- 
tation, made report as follows : 

Worthy Master and Members of the Michigan State Qrangei 

Your Committee on Transportation, would respectfully report. 
By a little careful reflection, we shall realize the magnitude and 
importance of this department of our industries' and business 
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facilities. Cheap and rapid transit tor the prtfduets ' of our fttrms. 
our factories and ourselves is only second to production itself. It 
is the great equalizer of the business industries of the country, 
bringing |)roducer and consumer n^ir to each other. It is a fund- 
amental element in the market value of our farm products and in 
regulating supply and demand. Ample transportation at just and 
equitable rates enables us to devote< our time and energies with a 
good degree of confidence to increasing the fertility and pro- 
ductiveness of our acres, while -a lack of transporting facilities or 
exorbitant tariff charges discourage our ciffoits and paralize our 
energies. 

In these latter days the iron steam horse furnishes ^mainly the 
transporting power; while the car and the boat ;give us the 
wagon supply; this is a marked advance in speed, power and room, 
vs. the four horse team and Pennsylvania wagon in days of yore. 
The net work of railroads in this State gives us a transporting 
medium of 5,700 miles. 

The aggregate cost of these roads is placed at over $240,000,000 
which would be an average cost of about $42,000 per mile. 

During the year 1888, these roads employed 21,800 men, while 
their gross earnings for that year was some over $30,000,000; the 
profits or surplus of the roads for that time were nearly $10,000,000, 
the taxes paid on these roads for last year was $715,640 or at the 
rate of $126 per mile or 2.31 per cent on the assessed value of the 
roads. The taxes collected from railroads by the laws of our State 
are devoted to the support of common schools and added to the 
interest on the school land fund. These roads are constructed and 
run under carefully prepared State laws and we believe they are 
now looked after sharply by a capable and vigilant State Commis- 
sioner Hon. John T. Rich. There seem to be at present no very 
serious evils connected with the transportation system of this State. 

There have been no resolutions or petitions presented to this 
Grjjinge that have been referred to this committee for their con- 
sideration. There appear to be good reasons for concluding that 
the passenger rates on the main lines of our State railroads could 
safely be reduced with little loss to the roads or at least with no 
more loss than they could afford. 

The unusual readiness of the various roads to furnish excursion 
rates and 1,000 mile rates and complimentary tickets indicate that 
lower rates could be afforded, especially if business could be 
increased, which would be quite sure to follow to some extent. 

Two years ago a bill was introdiiced into our Legislature and 
passed the house of Kepresentatives, reducing the railroad passen- 
ger fare on the trunk lines in this State to two cents per mile. 

Your Committee believe that this was a right move, and would 
therefore recommend that our Legislature be urged to pass such 
a law at its next session. 

Your Committee would also recommend that our railroad laws 
be so amended that there be less difference in the freight (Charges 
on car lots between long and short hauls. 

The great battle commenced twelve or fifteen years ago 
between the Grange and the people versus the railroads, and their 
extortionate and unjust discriminations culminated two years ago, 
resulting in a great popular victory, and the inter-state commence 
law. Just what will be the full effects of that law, or how much it 
will need to be modified to effect a full remedy for nil the evils 
complained of, it is too early to determine. 
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One thinff has certainly beei^ settled with great emphasis by 
that law, and that is, that a united, persistent demand by the people 
will surely finally triumph. The old maxim. **the voice of the 
people is tne voice of God," has been regsurdea almodt a sacred 
truth. A natural sequence would be that the voice of the people is 
nearly omnipotent. 

There is scarcely anything less than omnipotence that the 
people connot do in this America of ours. Our father's planiied 
this government to be for the people and by the jpeople. Brother's 
and sister's, let us satisfy this wise and benencent work of our 
Puritan fathers, and with jealous care let us ever guard and use 
this power to advance truth, justice and right. 
AH of which is respectfully submitted. 
-.. J. D. W. FiSK, 

Edwin Fellows, 
LuMAN Jacobs, 
O. L. Murray, 
Joseph Glasson. 

Report received, adopted and recommendations concur- 
red in. 

At this time Sister Sykes with suitable remarks presented 
Bro. Hewett a beautiful book in behalf of the Committee on 
Education. 

Bro. Gunnison, chairman of the Committee on Claims and 
Grievances, made report as follows : 

To the Master and Members of Michigan State Grange: 

The Committee on Claims and Grievances have to report not a 
single case presented them for consideration at this Session of the 
State Grange, and congratulate the Order of Patrons of Husbandry 
in Michigan upon the good work being accomplished, and the 
harmony existing in the Order. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Alfred G. Gunnison, . 
Asa W. Sherwood, 
Mrs. Wm. J. Campbell, 
C. W. Taylor, 
Mrs. p. W. Ennest, 
j. dunwell. 

Report received and on motion adopted. 

Bro. Dresser, from Committee on Publication, made report 
as follows : 
To ths Officers and Members of the Michigan State Grange, 

Your Committee on Publication would report as follows: 

1. We recommend that no change be made in the subscription 
price of the Visitor. 

2. That a corresponding editor or reporter be appointed in each 
Subordinate Grange to report items for the welfare of the Grange 
to the Visitor, and further that each Pomona ot District Grange 
m^Uce arrangements with the county papers to publish such part of 
the proceedings of their respective Granges and such other matter 
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as they may determine for the good of the Order, and thikt a quali- 
fied person be placed in charge of the satne. 

3. In order to further increase the circulation* of our organ 
we can suggest no better plan than that an earnest, working mem- 
ber in each Grange thoroughly push the solicitation of subscrib- 
ers for the Visitor in and out of the Order. 

In some localities where other methods fall an entertainment 
might be given and the proceeds devoted to supplying all members 
with the paper. 

4. That we deem it best to leave all other questions pertaining 
to the control and management of the Visitor to the Executive 
Committee where it properly belongs. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Earl H. Dresser, Chairman. . 

Thos. Lancastor, 

C. A. Underhii.1,, 

Mrs. J. G. Rookb, 

o. l. holton, 

Mrs. R. H., Wiley. 

Report received and on motion adopted. 

Bro. Warner, chairman of Committee on Resolutions, 
reported an follows: 

Worthy Afaster and Members of the Michigan State Grange : 

Your Committee on Resolutions to whom was referred the 

Ereamble and resolutions from Berrien Center Grange, No. 14, 
ave had the same under consideration and would recommend its 
adoption. 

Whereas, The Agriculturalists of this county are desirous of 
securing legislation to better protect the masses of e people: 
therefore, 

1 Resolved, Bjr this Grange, that we are in favor of the State 
Grange appointing a Committee on Legislation, to be in attend- 
ance at the next session of the Legislature. 

Your Committee having also had the resolutions from Van 
Buren Co. Pomona Grange, No. 13, under consideration would 
recommend the adoption of the resolution which reads as follows: 

2 Resolved, That it is the duty of the Legislature to submit to 
the people a constitutional amendment, prohibiting in corporating 
cities and villages, or amending the same,, l>ut to provide Ample 
general acts for the same. 

Your Committee would report adversely on the following: 

3 Resolved, That it is the outy of the Legislature to submit to 
the people a constitutional amendment, limiting the sessions of 
the Legislature to one hundred and twenty dSays. 

4 Resolved, That it is the duty of the Legislature to prohibit by 
law, according to the true intent of the constitution, the paypient 
to members of their day's allowance during the time they are 
absent from duty on their individual business, and would recom- 
mend that members of the Legislature have a fixed salary for the 
services of the session. 

Your Committee have had the resolution of A. S. Partridge 
under consideration, which reads as follows, and would recom- 
mend its adoption: 

5 Inasmuch as it has become the practice so generally in many 
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of our district and county fairs to sell permits to saloons, games of 
chance and wheels of fortune, and other schemes of gambling 
to come into them and thus introducing our families, our sons 
and daughters, under the name of Agriculture, to scenes that the 
law prohibits, under the circumstmces the State Grange would 
recommend that all Patrons withhold all products and wares 
from exhibition in them, and to use all laudaole influence in their 
power to persuade others to do the same until such nuisances be 
ruled out. 

6 Your Committee on Besolutions to whom was referred the 
greetings of the W. Master of Texas State Grange presented to 
this boiay by Bro. Luce, would report the same back with the 
recommendation that Bro. Luce be authorized to send to Bro. A. 
J. Rose the fraternal responses of this State Grange now in session. 

We would also recommend the adoption of the following 
resolution of Sister Mayo: 

7 Resolved, That the Committee to be appointed, to present all 
Legislative matters from this body and attend to the same at the 
in-coming session of the Legislature, shall receive for their 
services Al legitimate expenses. 

And we would further recommend that the following extract 
from the report of the Executive Committee assigned us for con- 
sideration by the Committee on .Division of Labor be adopted as 
the sense of this State Grange by a rising vote. 

8 We most earnestly thank our farmer Governor for his persis- 
tent efforts during the last session of the Legislature in cutting 
down unnecessarv appropriations, and calling a halt to undue 
extravagance, and we most emphatically approve of his veto of the 
so-callea university bill for the reasons set forth in his message. 

Elam Warner, 
John T. Lykb, 
Mrs. Elias Stauffer, 
Mrs. J. S. Burton, 
Mrs. Calvert, 
Mrs. F. L. Kenney, 
F. L. Kenney. 

Considered by sections. 
First recommendation adopted. 
Second recommendation concurred in. 
Third recommendation concurred in. 
Fourth recommendatiop adopted. 
Fifth recommendation adopted. 
Sixth recommendation adopted. 
Seventh recommendation concurred in. 
Eighth recommendation concurred in. 
Export received and motion adopted. 

A Brother moved the exemplification of the unwritten 
work be made the special order for eight o'clock this evening 
Carried. 
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Sister Sykes moved the W. C. T. U. be tendered a vote of 
thanks. 

Unanimously prevailed. 

Bro. Hewitt moved that this Grange extend a rising vote 
of thanks to the Choir for their excellent music. 

Motion prevailed. 

Bro. Gunnison moved that Ero. Jason Woodman prepare 
a programme for this evening, after the exemplification of the 
unwritten work. 

Motion carried. 

Bro. Kamsdell moved that whenever demand occurs in 
resolutions submitted here we insert instead, request. 

Carried. 

Bro. Hewitt offered the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be and they are 
hereby instructed to see that all motions and resolutions adopted 
by this Grange urging Legislation are properly presented and ttieir 
passage urged upon the Legislature. 

Resolution received and adopted. 

A motion to take recess till eight o'clock, prevailed. 

Evening Session. 

On re-assembling the Grange listened to an impressive 
exemplification of the unwritten work by Worthy Master 
Mars. 

At a late hour after a song by the Choir, the sixteenth 
annual session of the Michigan State Grange closed in form. 

J. T. COBB, Secretary. 



